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INSIDE
UMSL welcomes new,
former students
Cast members from
MTV's 'Real World' made
their debut at last week's
Beach Party, one of the
many events of Welcome
Week.

TRAPPED IN RUSSIA: ROXANA CONTRERAS AWAITS COURT HEARING

MOHELA LAWSUIT

Student detained in Russia

Funding for
Benton-Stadler
may be delayed

Physics graduate student attempted to
export old military coins, medals

See page 6

The issue:

By SARAH O 'BRiEN

residence without one of them accompanying her.
News Editor
"She was initially told for about the
first week that she was basically under
A UM-St. Louis house arrest," Bahar said.
student is facing a
When the charges against Contreras
trial in Russia this were brought to the police, the origiweek. If found nal charges included numerous errors
guilty,
Roxana conceming the crime and Contreras'
.
Contreras,
a personal information.
physics student
"There are some really gross errors
from Chile, could in the original charges. We' re talking
spend
seven about describing one of the medals as
years in a Russian a thirry year anniversary medal of the
prison.
Great Patriotic War, which was World
Contrera<;, 29, War IT, i,sued in 1947, which doesn ' t
was on her way make sense," Bahar said.
horne from visi ting
The charges also misspelled Confriends in Voronezh , treras place of nationality Chile, as
Russia on June 13, when "Santiago. Chili" and charged her for
she was stopped at cus- "a willful illegal acquisition of USSR
toms for having Soviet era state honors. i.e. the crime under the
war medals and some old Rus- article 324 of the Russian Federation
sian currency in her luggage.
Criminal Code."
Contreras' thesis advisor Sonya
Article 324 of
Bahar, director of the Center for Neuthe RFCC states
rodynamics at UM-Sc Louis said,
the illegal acquisi"Her description, which was maybe
tion and selling of
not too clear because she was just so
official documents
terribly upset. was that she was pulled
such as the medaside with 10 custom agents all yelling
als is punishable
at her in Russian."
by fines, not seven
According to Bahar, Contreras
years in prison.
speaks decent Rus ian and studied in
Bahar
said
Roxana Contreras Roxana Contrera.
Voronezh in 2001 and 2002.
"She lived there for a year. She
bas never claimed
speaks R u ian. but no~ completely she clid not bu the m dal . uly that
fluently, and she hudn 't ooen to Rus l a she did not know it was illegal.
in five or six. years ," Bahar said.
Bahar was asked to send a characThe customs agents took away her ter reference letter to the police invespassport and told Contreras that she tigator to vouch for Contreras. "So I
might face jail time.
thought OK, fine, I'm going to get ev"They also told her not to contact erybody to write a letter," Bahar said.
her consulate," Bahar said. That was
Faculty members from the physics
"one of the most terrifying and dis- department, the chancellor of UM-St.
turbing things" about Contreras expe- Louis and colleagues from all over the
rience with the customs agents.
world sent letters to Nikolai Serenko,
"They said they wanted to try and the Rus sian police investigator who
help her without involving the police," had dominion over Contreras' case.
Bahar said. "We didn't know if it was
After they received the letters, Seat that moment that they wanted a renko began to threaten Contreras with
bribe," Bahar said.
extending an already tedious investiContreras did not contact her con- gation. Bahar and her colleagues resulate until a few days after being told ceived letters from Valdes saying "no
that she could not leave Voronezh.
noise" about Contreras situation for
"They've been very sweet and help- fear that such letters would do more
ful," Bahar said of the Chilean consul- harm than good.
ate, Sergio Valdes. "But they haven't
After the investigation was comreally been able to do too much as far pleted, Serenko became convinced
as I can tell. They've given her a lot of that Contreras was not guilty of delibconflicting advice."
erately breaking Russian law.
Valdes told her she would have to
stay with her friends in Voronezh and
See CONTRERAS, page 12
advised that she could not leave their
By SARAH O'BRIEN

Going Greek
at UMSL
UM-St. Louis is home
to three fraternities and
three sororities.
See page 7

Guido's brings ataste
of Spain to St. Louis
Check out our review
of Guido's Pizzeria and
Tapas on The Hill.

•

BELARUS

Moscow

See page 9

ONmEBACK

RUSSIA
Ramon

••Voronezh

UKRAINE

Roxana Contreras has been living in an
apariment in Voronezh, Russia since
June. Her trial is set for Tuesday, Aug.
28 in Ramon, 1 a.m. St. Louis time.

What the law says:

Tritons kick off
soccer season
The women's soccer team
open this year's season
at home with a tie and a
win.
See page 14

ON THE WEB

Web poll results:
Have the past few weeks
of intense heat caused
you to believe in global
warming?

Article 324 of the Russian
Federation Criminal Code reads,
"Illegal acquisition or sale of official
documents which grant rights or
release from duties, and also of
government awards of the Russian
Federation, the RSFSR, and the USSR,
shall be punishable by a fine in the
amount of 100 to 200 minimum
wages, or in the amount of the wage
or salary, or any other income of the
convicted person for a period of one to
two months, or by corrective labor for
a term of up to one year, or by arrest
for a term of up to three months."

Rolla's Missouri Miner may pursue legal action
The Missouri Miner,
the student
newspaper
of UM-Rolla,
may pursue a
·Iawsuit against .
the university
and the student government after the
Student Activ·
ities Finance
Board cut the
newspaper's
funding, citing
problems with
content.

By SARAH O'BRIEN

News Editor

Of course.
No way.
Global what now?
Yes, and leprachauns.
This week's question:
What was your fa vorite part
of Welcome Week?
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UM-Roll a's newspaper The Missouri
Miner may be engaging in a lawsuit
against its university for alleged censorship.
Problems arose when UM-Rolla's
Student Activities Finance Board, or
SAFE, cut the newspaper's budget from
around $30,000 to $13,000 because students claimed they wanted a better quality publication.
A letter from the Student Press Law
Center to The Missouri Miner's Editorin-chief Christopher Stryker stated that,
at an "open forum" meeting of members
of the UM-Rolla conununity, a handful
of students had voiced negative opinions
of the publication.
According to an e-mail sent between
one unidentified SAFE member to another, the SAFB was concerned that student
fees were being used to pay newspaper
staff's salaries·, and the student body was
not getting their money's worth.
"We need to have a game plan," the
e-mail said. "As for the breakdown are
reasoning is that students approached us
about if they are payed positions on the
miner such as editor, article writers and
reveiewers."

Stay Current
with this
week's weather
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"The reason we want the info is that
they belive since the students money is
paying these, if they are they want better quality papers (no errors , original articles, better pictures)." the e-mail reads.
"Just say a student approced us about
if they get payed and how much. [sic
throughout]"
According to Stryker, The Missouri
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Miner is run on both an advertising budget and student fees allocated by the
SAFE.
Stryker said student fees did not
necessarily pay for worker's salaries because they have an advertising income
as well.
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A class-action lawsuit
has been filed to stop
the transfer of $350
million from MOHELA
to fund Gov. Matt
Blunt's iniative for
renovations at several
college buildings in
t he state .

The proposed sale of $350 million of Missouri Higher Education
Loan AuthOlity student loans is under attack.
A class action lawsuit claims
that Missouri Senate bill 389, which
was signed into action by Gov. Matt
Blunt in June. is unconstitutional.
The bill allocated $350 million to
renovations for universities and colleges all around Missouri including
$28.5 million to reno vations at UMSt. Louis.
The lawsuit seeks to completely
halt the sale of the :vIOHELA loans
that would pay for the aforementioned renovations by declaring the
sale illegal.
The suit was filed on behalf of
Michael McGennis and Aaron lzadiMoghadam, two Columbia re sidents
and bOITowers from MOHELA, in a
Cole County courtroom.
One of the la\vyers for McGennis and Izadi-Moghadam, is John
Lichtenegger, a member of the University of Missouri Board of Curators appointed by former Gov. John
Ashcroft.
Lichtenegger believes the MOHELA loan sale could ignite one of
the largest class action lawsuits Missouri has ever seen.
Claimants also cite that seUing
MOHELA loans goes against MOHELA's purpose, which is to offer
student borrowers loans with stable
and low interest rates.

The fawsuit may stall
the $28.5 million
Benton-Stadler renovations from going
forward. Blunt's plan
was due to take effect Aug. 28

See MOHELA LAWSUIT. page 12

FACULTY PAY RAISES

Faculty could see 3
percent salary raise
:Aver~ge Faculty · .
Salary Com~arison '-}~

By JUSTI MONTAGUE

Assistant Copy Editor

The University of Missouri system faculty may be receiving a larger sal ary in the near fu ture.
Recently, Brady Deaton, chancellor at University of Missouri-Columbia proposed a plan called "Compete
Missouri" which will help the UM
system raise faculty salaries.
Former UM President Dr. Elson
Floyd had, comparatively by campus, one of the lowest salaries among
university presidents in the state. In
contrast, Dr. Barbara Dixon, president at Truman State University,
made an estimated $190,850 in the
2005-2006 school year to Floyd 's
$87,501 per campus .
Hanis-Stowe State . College'S
President Dr. Henry Givens , Jr. was
paid $175,000; and Dr. Carolyn Mahoney, president of Lincoln University made $145,000.
Compete Missouri is a three
year plan, where in the first year
the UM system is expected to gain
seven million dollars, which most is
expected to come from faculty and
staff positions being eliminated and
wholly cutting some programs at the
university.
.
The UM Board of Curators voted
. on and approved this proposal at
their meeting in July.
Proposed budget cuts at University of Missouri-Columbia include
$2 million from Campus Operations,
$4 million by keeping some teaching
positions open, and $1 million by
increasing surn.mer school and long
distance education programs.

UM-St. louis:

• Professors: $90,300
• Associate
Professo.rs: $66,500

• Assistant
Professors: $57,400

See PAY RAISES, page 12

See ROLLA MINER, page 7
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St. Louis University:

• Professors : $99,800
• Associate Professors:
$67,500
• Assistant Professors
$57,900
UM-Columbia:

• Professors: $100,700
• Associate Professors:
$68,500
• Assistant Professors:
$56,600
UM-Kansas City:

• Professors: $98,200
• Associa te Professors:
$67,900
• Assistant Professors:
$56,800
UM-Rolla:

• Professors: $98,500
• Associate Professors:
$73,000

• Assistant Professors:
$65,600
Washington University:
• Professors: $145,100

• Associate Professors:
$93,300

• Assistant Professors:
$77,2,00

-Chronicle of
Higher Education

Sunday
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Precip:
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national weatlDer
system.
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300 DRIVES IN BIG CROWD OUTSIDE MSC LAKES

CAMPUS
CRIMELINE

~hf~urrmt
The University of Missouri-SL Louis
Student N~wspaper Since 1966

STAff

SUNDAY, AUG. 19

Paul Hackbarth·
Carrie Fasiska·
Michael Kennedy.
Rob Borkin·
Judi Unville •

Editor-in-Chief
Managing Editor
Business Manager
Ad Director
Adviser

Mabel Suen.
Justi Montague.
Sarah O'Brien.
Candace Anderson'
Amy Recktenwald.
Cate Marquis·
LaGuan Fuse.
Thomas Schnable.
Matthew Hill.
Melissa S. Hayden.
Angie Spencer·
Thomas Helton.

Copy Editor
Asst. Copy Editor
News Editor
Asst. News Editor
Features Editor
A&E Editor
Sports Editor
Asst. Sports Editor
Photo Editor
Web Editor
Proofreader
Design Editor /
Distribution

STEALING UNDER $500 7840 NATURAL BRIDGE ROAD
A vehicle was broken into while
park d in the Millennium Student
Garage North. A window was discovered to be broken out of a vehicle and stereo contents were stolen
from inside. This incident occurred
sometime betw~en Aug. 10 and
Aug. 19. The victim al;o reported
that a licens~ plate tab and his garage door opener were also stolen.

MONDAY, AUG. 20
PROPEIllY DAMAGE PARKING LOT W
The victim reported damage to
a vehicle. This incident occurred
on Aug. 17 between 7 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. while the vehicle was
parked on Lot W on South Campu . P L onl ) unknown scratched
[he victim 's car with an unknown
object on one fender and headlight
area.

Staff Writers
Stephanie Soleta, Elizabeth Staudt, Jill Cook
Staff Photographers
Maria Jenkins, Danny Reise,
Courtney A. Strong, Matt Johnson

A group of international students hang out watching '300' at the drive-in on Thursday during Welcome Week. The giant inflatable
screen was set up outside the MSC in parking lot C. Catholic Newman Center volunteers acted as carhops during the show.

Page Designers
Shannon McManis, Chris Baum

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 22
STEALING UNDER $500 LUCAS HALL
The victim reported that on Aug.
21 between noon and 12:30 p.m.

someone stole two textbooks. The
textbooks were left in a classroom
a fter class and when the victim
went back to ge t them, they were
gone .

STEALING MOTOR VEHICLE NURSING ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
The victim' vehicle was stolen
from the rear of the building. The
yictim had left her purse containing vehicle keys in her office unattended and a suspec t took the purse
and ub equently the keys, then located the vehi Ie u ing the key fob,
and simply drove away. Witnesses
to the incident provided a description of the suspect and durin g an
area anvas~ . the stolen purse was
located in a nearb:_ re.stroom. The
only thing missing from the purse
was the victim's keys and some
money. Evidence has led the UMSt. Louis Police to the name of a
possible suspect. At this time neither the suspect nor the vehicle has
been located.

SATURDAY, AUG. 25
SIDLING UNDER $500 UNIVERSItY MEADOWS APARTMENTS
A student was at a party in
University Meadows on Aug.
17 from 10:30 p.m. until 2 :00
a.m .. His wallet was found in the
complex and turned into the office and subsequently retlli11ed to
the OVil1er. A few days later, the
victim was checking his credit
card accollnt and discovered that
an unauthorized charge OCCUlTed
sometime while the wallet was
missing. One purchase for gas
was made at a nearby gas station.
The UM-St. Louis Police are still
investigating this incident and are
checking into possible suspects at
this time.

The VM-St. Louis Police Department is open 24 hours a day
7 days a week, and always has
Police Officers working every
shifi. Ifyou see anyone that looks
su:,pici01ls or out ofplace YOIl are
encouraged to call the UM-St.
LOllis Police at 516-5155 or 911
if it is all emergency.
The VMS!. Louis Police
would like to take this opportunity to once again remind all
faculty, staff, students and visitors to Ihis campus to take the
extra precautions to secure yoilr
personal possessions.
Please
keep all valuables with you at
all times. Do not leave items in
yo ur vehicle in plain view; secure
them at home or in the trunk if
possible. Do 170t leave any item
unattended while on this campus. Most of our thefts occur
when the victim leaves them for
only a minute. This includes in a
classroom. lunch table, computer
station. library, gymnasium and
even at your own desk. Faculty
and staff members are asked to
lock your office door, work area
or desk every time you leave it for
Qnv reason .
. The few seconds it takes to
grab your keys and lock your
door will save you a lot a/aggravation and time in the long nln.
Let's continue working 10gether to make UM-St. Louis a
sale place tQ work and learn!

Your weekly calendar of campus events
MONDAY, AUG. 27

THURSDAY, AUG. 30

Chemistry Colloquium

Gallery Visio Presents

Keith Stine. as ociate professo r of chemistry at UM L. will
discuss "Mono layers as Models
for Interactions at Membrane
Sutiaces and a Too ls for Surface M dificati on" at 4 p.m. in
451 Benton Hall. The colloquium
is fi'ee and open to the public. It
is sponsored b the Department
of Chemistry and Biochemistry.
Call 531 1 for more information.

CNC Welcome Dinner
Swing by the Catholic ewman Center for some FREE dinner and fun as we kick off the
new school year! All students
are welcome ' Dinner begins at
6 p.m. Stay afterwards to play
some games and hang out!

Touhill1ickets

"Back to School," a collectio n of recent works by regio nal
artists Sunny Santos, Di nise
Mustain and Alicia Scolarici will
open to day and run through pt.
21 in Gallery Visio, 170 Millennium Student Center. Gallery
hour are : 11 a,m. to 5 p.m. Monday, Tuesda and Thursday: 11
a.m. [a 8 p.rn. Wedne day: and I
p.m. to 5 p. m. Friday and aturday. n opening reception will be
he ld from 4 p. m. to 7 p.m. in the
gallery. Light refre hment will
be served. The exllibit and reception are free and open to the public. and sponso red by th e Gallery
Visio Student As,ociation. Call
792 2 or e-mail galvisio umsl.
edu fo r more information.

FRIDAY, AUG. 31
Tasteof Teaching Fair

Comedian Don Rickles opens
the Touhill's 5th season. Subscri bers can choose fro m a variety
of packages. Single tickets are on
sale. Call 4949 for more information.

TUESDAY, AUG. 28
Ice Cream Social
. The Catholic Newman Center,
8200 Natural Bridge Road, will
hold a Volleyball and Ice Cream
Social at 7 p.m. The event is free
and open to all UMSL students.
Call (314) 385-3455 or e-mail
cnc@cncumsl.org for more information.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 29
Gerontology Open House
The Gerontology Program
will hold an open house from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. in Century Room C
at the Millennium Student Center.
Thomas Meuser, the program's
newly appointed director, will
greet students, faculty and staff.
The event is open to students, faculty and staff. Call 52 80 fo r more
information.

The Taste of Teaching and
Technology Resource Fair will
be held from 10 a.m. to noon in
the E. Desmond Lee Technology
and Learning Center, 100 Marillac Hall. Topics will include
MyGateway, teaching with audio and video, stud.ent expectations and Microsoft Office 2007.
The fair is open to faculty,staff
and teaching assistants. The fair
is sponsored by the Center for
Teaching and Learning, Division
of Continuing Education, Information Technology Services and
E. Desmond Lee Technology and
Learning Center. Call 4508 for
more information.

Small-business Workshop
Financing Your Business, a
workshop for entrepreneurs, will
be held from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in
the lC. Penney Conference Center. It will cover grant and loan
programs, commercial lending
process, applying for funding
and making the banking relationship a positive one. The fee is
$49, and the workshop is sponsored by the Small Business Development Center and Division
of Continuing Education. Call
6121 for more information.

"What's Current" is a free service for all student organizations
and campus departments. Deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. the
Thursday before publication. Space consideration is given to student
orga nizations and is on a first-come, fi rst-served basis. We suggest
all postings be submitted at ieast one week prio r to the event Email
even listings to thecurrent@umsl.edu.

Cartoonists
Elizabeth Gearhart, Sherry Holman,
Stazie Johnson, John A. McGrath

All listings use 516 prefixes unless otherwise indicated.

CONTACT US
Got a tip for a story or photo opportunity?
Have a correction to report? Do you have a
question or comment for our staff? Are you
interested in working atThe Current? Please
contact us:
Newsroom

314·516-5174

Advertising
Business

314-516-6810

Fax
Email
Mail

314·516·5316

I

314·516-6811

thecurrent@umsl.edu
388 MSC

One University Blvd.
St. louis, MO 63121
The Touhill Performing Arts Center provides many student discounts and opportunities for free tickets throughout the semester. For more information, see the posting in 'What's Current'.

Vendor Fair

TUESDAY, SEPT. 4

"Show-Me Shop," an E-Procuremcnt virtual shopping mall,
will be held Friday from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the Summit Lounge
at the lC. Penney Conference
Center. It is a vendor fair and
will feature raffies, giveaways
and refreshments. It is sponsored by Procurement Services.
Call 5363 for more information.

Campus Wellness Class

SUNDAY, SEPT. 2
Catholic Mass
The Catholic Newman Center invites evelyone: students,
faculty and staff to celebrate
mass in the Provincial House
Chapel at 8:30 p.rn. on Sunday
evening, September 2. A reception will follow immediately.
Call (314) 385-3455 or e-mail
cnc@cncumsl.org for more infonnation.

.MONDAY, SEPT. 3
Labor Day
Classes cancelled due to
United States federal holiday.
Since 1882, this holiday has been
observed every first Monday of
Sept. For many, it signifies the
symbolic end of sumn1er. Classes reSlllne Tuesday, Sep. 4.

Campus Recreation's Fall
Aerobics Classes begin today and
run through Dec. 8 in the aerobics
room at the Mark Twain!Athletic
& Fitness Center. Classes are free
today through Sept. 8. Two halfsemester sessions will be offered.
Each session is $25 for students,
$35 for faculty, staff and alumni,
and $45 for the general public.
The fee allows participants to attend al1.Y class at any time for the
entire session. Stationary cycling
classes are offered for a separate
fee. Regi ster at the Campus Recreation office, 203 Mark Twain.
Call 5326 for more information.

Japanese Culture
Author Liza Dalby will discuss "East Wind Melts the Ice" at
2 p.m. in the Student Government
Chambers at the Millennium Student Center. Dalby is an American anthropologist and novelist
specializing in Japanese culture.
She will discuss her soon-to-be
published collection of essays exploring how the Japanese calendar has grounded her awareness
of time and place. The lecture is
free and open to the public, and
sponsored by the Ei'ichi Shibusawa-Seigo Arai Professorship in
Japanese Studies and Center for
Intemational Studies. Call 7299
for more information.

ON THE WEB

lIh( (turrrnt
http://www.thecurrentonline.com
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lmERS TO THEEDITOR -

letters to the editor should be brief, and
those not exceeding 250 words will be
given preference. We edit letters for clarity
and length, not for dia lect, correctness,
intent or grammar. All letters must be signed
and must include a daytime phone number.
Students must include their student ID
numbers. Faculty and staff must include
their tltle(s) and department(s). Editor-inch ief reserves the right to respond to letters.
The Current reserves the right to deny
letters.

ABOUT US
The Current is published weekly on
Mondays. Advertising rates are available
upon request; terms, conditions and
restrictions apply.
The Current, financed in part by student
adivities fees, is not an official publication
of UM·St. Louis.
The University is not responsible for the
content of The Current and/or its policies.
Commentary and columns refled the
opinion of the individual author.
Unsigned editorials refled the opinion
of the majority of the Editorial Board. The
Current requests the courtesy of at least
Z4-hour advance notice for all events to be
covered. Advertisements do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of The Current, its staff
members or the University.
All materials contained in each printed and
online issue are property of The Current and
may not be reprinted, reused or reproduced
without the prior, expressed and written
consent of The Current.
First copy is free; all subsequent copies are
25 cents and are available at the offices of
The Current.

ADVERTISING

CORRECTIONS

In the August 20, 2007 issue of
The Current, the following corrections need to be made:

The Current regrets that sometimes
Regarding the article, "Attempt
in our making of this publication, we
make mistakes. What we do not regret is to steal textbooks ends in arrest,"
the original story dated the day of
correcting ollr mistakes.
To report any corrections that need apprehension as "yesterday." The
to be made, please contael The Current story should have read as follows:
al 314-SJ6-S174 or by email at thecurFour men were apprehended Aurent@umsl.edu.

gust 14 by the UM-St. Louis police
force for attempting to steal textbooks.

idea for an evaluation eventually
exectued by both an undergraguate
and graduate Information Technology class in the Fal l of 2006 was
In the August 20, 2007 issue of credited to Teresa Balestreri. In fact,
The Current, the following correc- credit [or the idea goes to Professor
tions need to be made:
Vicki Sauter. Sauter is a professor
Regarding the article, "'Key to in Information Systems, in the Colsuccess' now fi'ee of charge," the lege of Business Administration.

Sign up to get The Current sent to your inbox.
www.thecurrentonline.com/register
The Current. Get your fix every Monday!

All UM·St.louis students, alumni, faculty
and staff are entitled to free classified
advertisements of AO words or less.
The Current also offers display
advertisements at a rate of $8.75 per
column inch for off campus advertisers
and $7.75 for on campus organizations
and departments. Various discounts may
apply. To receive an advertising rate card,
contact our advertising or business staff or
download a rate card from our Web site at
www.thecurrentonline.com/adrates

AFALlAnOHS

MCMA'

U
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FAME. PRESTIGE. GLORY.
ALL IT TAKES IS BEING DISCOVERED.
Presenting your chance to be one of the Ladies or Gents of Lumiere Place. Think an actor, model and valet at tendant,
all rolled into one. Complete with great benefits like discounted health club membershi ps and pienty of exposure.
Start your glamorous new career now.
APPLY ONLINE TODAY AT WWW.LUMIEREJOBS.COM

Recruitment Center Now Open: 90 I North First Street
M-F 9'am-6pm

LUMIERE PLACEsM
CASINO & HOTELS
LUM1ERE PLACE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND A DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE.
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EDITOR'S VIEWPOINT

OUR OPINION

Hurting Rolla's paper
hurts community, too

Stranded student needs
support from all of UMSL

r

~J

It seemed like a hanTlless purchase, a few souvenirs from a flea
market in Voronezh, Russia.
Now, those souvenirs worth about
$30 may cost 29-year-old, UM-St.
Louis graduate student Roxana Contreras up to se\'en years in prison. Her
friends and supporters are left asking,
how could something like this happen')
Contreras, a graduate student in
physics, has been studying at the university since 2004.
In early June, Contreras, along
with Sonya Bahar, UM -St. Louis director ofthe Center for Neurodynamics, presented her research at a conference in Dresden, Germany.
Before returni ng to St. Louis,
Contreras decided to visit some
hiends in Voro ne zh, where she previously attended school. W hile there,
she purchased some military coins
and medals from a street vendor as a
couple of souvenirs .
She intended on bringing them
home with her but was topped by
airport security fo r illegally exporting
the souvenirs. According to Russian
law, only the "honored person" or
heirs can export military medals and
coins legally.
Contreras thought her mistake

would mean simply paying a fine,
but this Tuesday, she has a court date
to determine whether she will be set
free or spend the next seven years in
a Russian prison.
Seven years in a prison for exporting some old war medals while
in similar cases, authorities usually
just cOnTIscate the contraband and
individuals involved in more severe
offenses are usually detained.
A look at headlines around the
nation shows that pirating software,
fighting in a bar and pulling a gun
during a road rage act get people seven years in prison, but buying some
old currency and medals and taking
them back as some souvenirs?
It was only last week when a court
date was finally set For the past two
months, Conh·eras has been waiting,
not knowing what would come next
for her. She has struggled to contact
law enforcement about setting a court
date.
In addition, immigration officials
have been harassing her about renewing her visa. which expires every 10
days.
Because she is a citizen of Chile,
the process has been that much harder to help Contreras from a United
States standpoint. Her supporters in

the physics department feared that
anything they did to hy to help would
just make things worse.
Chancellor Thomas George and
US. Representative Todd AJQn have
each written letters to authorities in
Voronezh, encouraging the relcase of
Contreras.
Students, faculty and staff in the
physics department have written letters of support for their fellow researcher.
This Monday and Tuesday, a petition will be available to sign on thc
MSC Bridge, supporting Roxana
Contreras. Show your support for
your fellow UM-St. Louis student.
W11ether you had a class with her,
were in one of her classes, saw her
around campus, maybe passed her in
the hallway or know anything about
her research on synchronization in
brain activity in traumatically brain
injured patients, Roxana needs your
help now morc than ever,
Seven years without Roxana is not
only a major loss to this campus because she cannot further her research
and work as a graduate student that
may some day lead to medical advances, but also it leaves a loss in the
heart of those she has affected while
studying here in St. Louis.
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What can you look forward to in life after college?
EDITORIAL BOARD
Paul Hackbarth
Carrie Fasiska
Sarah O'Brien
Ca ndace Anderson
Amy Recktenwald
( ate M arquis
LaG uan Fuse
Tom Schna ble
Thomas Helton

"Our Opinion" reflects
the majority opinion of
the Editoria l Board.

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU
As a forum for public
expression on campus,
The Current welcomes
letters to the editor and
guest
commentaries
from students, faculty,
staff members and others concerned with issues
relevant to the University
of Missouri- St. Louis.

Letters to the editor should be brief, and
those not exceeding 200
words will be given preference. We edit letters
for clarity and length,
not for dialect, correctness, intent or grammar.
All letters must include a
daytime phone number.
Students must include
their student ID numbers.
Faculty and staff must
include their title(s) and
department(s). Editor-incnief reserves the right
to respond to letters. The
Current reserves the right
to deny letters.
Guest commentaries
are typically longer (generally 400-600 words)
on a specific topic of interest to readers. If you
are interested in writing
a guest commentary,
please contact The Current's editor-in-chief.

CONTACTUS

Fellow Tritons , I assure yo u the
date on th e masthead is correct, it is
indeed stil l August.
We here at Th e Current thought a
chan ge up might be nice. Instead of
w ishing the graduating seniors farewe ll in May, we thought we wou ld
jump start the year with a forecast.
perhaps even a warning, of what yo ur
post undcrgraduate days hold fo r
you.
Do not fear, the following comes
ti·om some ne who completed a bachelor 's degree, prepared to take the
"real world" by storm. and promptly
ran back to the safe. nurturing arms
of acade mia.
For staliers, that place so ominously referred to as the real world is
not all that bad.
A t first.
Tf yo u lVere lucky eno ug h to convince Corporate America that you and
your English degree had something
to offer in the boardroom, get down
on your hands and knees and thank
sweet 8 ib 9 oz baby Jesus. You have
pulled off a coup!
You will double over with shock
when looking at your first paycheck
and realizing that there are more than

By

STUART REEVES

taffWriler

threc digits to the left of the decimal
point. With that new found fortune,
trips to the groeery store that once
resembled scavenger hunts during
coll ege will turn into adventures in
culinary creation'
Refrigerators \,>,ill no longer resemble barren wastelands whose only
purpose was to store beer and keep
mustard fresh. In fact, the refrigerator will h·ansfonn as if by magic into
a place where Styrofoam boxes of
take out and failed kitchen experiments go to die'
Speaking offood and beer, a night
on the town will no longer be hitting
the shady taco stand on the comer or
chugging cans of Pabst. Instead, it's

Email:
thecurrent@umsl.edu

See LIFE AFTER COLLEGE, page 5

How do you feel about

• Roxana Contreras
• Online classes

the topics we've covered?

• Life after college

You can make your voice
heard in a variety of ways!

• Submit a letter to the editor
• Write a guest commentary
• Visit our online forums
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I could have gone to the

University of Phoenix
If I wanted to
I came to college
expecting lectures,
complete my studies
online 1 would have
late night cram sesenrollcd at University
sions and running
of Phoenix. Internet
late for mid terms. I
courses are great for
wanted to cheer for
people who are unable
the sports teams and
in some way become
to get to campus, but
an impmiant part of
I think they should be
an option, not the only
the campus.
The most imporchoice.
tant thing I wanted
On the first day of
By LAGUAN FUSE
out of my .college
classes, like maJ1Y shlexperience was an
dents, I sat in front of
Sports Editor
actual college classmy computer and was
room experience.
ready to see what mv
Maybe the movies I saw during first assignments were, and to my
my adolescence about college life surprise, My Gateway was down.
warped my opinion about what colAny students who tried to log
lege was really like. It made paliies, last week probably ran into the same
basketball games and boring lectures problem I did. So here's a question:
seem like daily activities.
what do you do for an intemet class
DUling my college career I have when the website does not work?
graduated with an associate's degree,
We still have to buy books for instayed up all night the day before a ternet courses and fonn groups, but
test and almost joined a fraternity. the one thing that we do not have is
Now that I have reached my senior the classroom experiencc. That is
year, I want to make sure that I expe- why I am in college, for the expelirience every aspect that college life ence,
has to offer.
Even though I am not in favor
This semester, 75 percent of my of online courses, they seem to be a
classes are online and 100 percent of growing pali of the educational prothat is not by choice. There are class- cess.
es which are only offered online and
Professors can save a lot of time,
if J want my degree, I have to take and not to mention trees, just by putthese classes .
ting their syllabus online instead of
I did not come to UMSL to stay handing out paper copies in each
at home and take classes. I came to class.
this university to be part of a univerSee ONLINE CLASSES, page 5
sity,

U DER RR NT
By Danny Reise • Staff Photographer

What do you th ink of
the changes
in the Nosh?

Mail:
One University Blvd.
Room 388 M5C
5t. Louis, MO 63121

sirloin and scotch for as far as the eye
can scc.
Then there is work. At first, you
will not believe that what you do is
called work. It seems more like a
game called '"avoid the paper cut."
Long lunches and schmoozing with
clients, or better yet, being wined and
dined by vendors, fall from heaven.
After a long day at the office, you
have nothing but free time.
Did you happen to gain the fresbman fifteen, and then ten more? No
problem, you can now afford to go to
that swank new health club with the
no-cal vodka flavored smoothies and
jump all the treadmill with your favorite magazine. But why read? You
did plenty of that in college. You can
just get a Video iPod and watch the
latest episode of your favorite reality show. After all, you worked hard,
and by Jove, you've earned it!
Then the alarm goes off at 6 a.m.
This is where it begins. As you sit
through a staff meeting at 8a.m., you
begin to musc suddenly that the lOa.
m. Lit class you were always late for,
is looking pretty good.

to is that a university,
The freedom of
including its student
the press. Is it really
goyemment,
cannot
as simple as the First
cut funding to another
Amendment spells it
group based on its conout?
tent. UM-Rolla and its
"Congress
shall
student goverument's
make no law ... prodecision to cut funding
hibiting the free exbased on content is exercise thereof; or
actly the kind of thing
abridging the frcedom
th.e First Amendment
of speech, or of the
makes illegal.
press" ,
A handfili of SuThe answer is yes,
preme Court and lower
even when it concerns
By PAUL HACKBARTH
court cases support
the student press.
Ediior·in·Cbiel
this notion. In fact,
While the Missouri
in 2000, the Supreme
Miner,
UM-Rolla's
student ne\vspaper, knows all about Court ruled that the use shldent fees
First Amendment protections, UM- to fund campus groups must use a
Rolla's student government is learn- system that is viewpoint neutral. In
the case of The j\;finel; this means the
ing about it the hard way.
The Student Council at UM-Rolla student government cannot make a
may be facing litigation by the tin1e decision about allocations to a group
this paper is printed after a year's based on the views it expresses.
The Miner is demanding that
battle between the student press and
SAFB at UM-Rolla consider viewstudent government.
It all started in October 2006 when point neutrality when deciding what
the Student Activity Finance Board organizations get a portion of student
(Rolla's version of our Student Al- tees. If the student government does
location Budget Comm.ittee) held an not reconsider, The _Miner has sug"open forum" where the UM-Rolla gested the possibility that legal accommunity voiced their opinion on tion will be taken.
For Rolla's student governnlent,
the way student organizations like
The Miner \vere fimded.
this may be learning a lesson about
A few stated their dislike of the journalism the hard way.
paper's content and because of the
The role of a newspaper and the
"poor quality," they felt the paper's press is to provide as accurate and
informational stories as possible to
staff salaJ1es should be cut.
One month later, a vice chancel- serve its community.
lor at UM-Rolla offered The Miller a
Editors do have some weight in
deal: part of their fimd ing could be telms of a newspaper's coverage
restored if celiain conditions were and content, but they also have a remet, among them were "more ac- sponsibility when it comes to making
cOlmtability" for mistakes, "better" those decisions. Freedom of press has
topics for articles and the real kicker, to come with a responsibility.
When student government inhib"less opinionated" articles.
In February, The ,\1iner asked its the job that a newspaper is supMarvin E. "Bunky" Wright of the posed to do, it does not just hurt the
University of Missouri General newspaper staff, but also the commuCouncil to restore the funding. The nity it serves,
That also means it affects the
paper's request was denied a week
conununity the student government
later.
What this legal babble h'anslates serves, as well.

What do you think? Send your own response to
thecurrent@umsl.edu or talk about it in our online
forums at wwwthecurrentonline.com

Rachel MacNamara
Freshman
Sociology

Josh Bira
Junior
Nursing

Joel Pottebaum
Senior
Accounting

Sara Asmus
Sophomore
Political Science

Clinton Brant
Senior

"It's a little pricey but a
good place to eat."

"Overpriced, but I can't
compare the quality to
last year,"

UThe carpet makes me
dizzy and the prices make
me feel like I'm getting
ripped off."

"Way too expensive for
what you get, but the
decor is nice,"

"It's not the first time
that I've been ripped off
by UMSL."

Finance
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Glass is the clear 'choice for recycling
V.That if the grocery bag question
"paper or plastic" could be expanded
to include a "glass or plastic" choice
for food jars?
Of course, the answer to the .
grocery store question is "neither."
Consumers should bring their own
reusable cloth bag. Re-using and
recycling are both important- parts
of limiting waste of resources and
, energy.
With public attention on global
. w31ming, the issue of recycling has
resUlfaced as well. Let us take a look
at a comparison of two choices for
food containcrs: plastic or glass.
Pre-plastic and even up lmtil
very recently, glass was a velY com~ man container in stores . Now, clear
jars on the shelf are more likely to
be plastic than glass. There are a
number of reasons why we might
want to rethink that trend but here
are a few: recycling, safety and energy consumption.
~
Glass containers are an often
. overlooked i'ecycling choice. Most
clear food jars and beverage bottles
in grocely stores were once made
of glass. Glass is a natural product,
made from an abWldant, cheap material - essentially, sand - which has
some admirable properties.
11/
It is han-reactive with food,

stores food safely,
the pervasiveness
cleans easily and can be
of plastics in our
bodies and Our
sterilized. It can be easily reused and recycled
environment.
because of its durable
People who
are quick to avoid
nature. In the lab, glass
is used to . store strong
exposure to second hand tobacco
acids, because it is so
resistant to corrosion.
smoke or who
Two reasons are
routinely avoid
often given for the
food . additives
replacement of glass
have not paid
with plastic in food
By CATHERINE
much attention
containers: safety and
MARQUIS-HOMEYER
to this issue, but
shipping. The danger. ......
that may change.
Science Columnist
of broken glass is ofWe will look at
ten cited as a reason to
the evidence for
shift to "safer" plastic.
this concern about plastics in food in
Glass does break, something also the next column. For now, we will
true of brittle forms of plastic, and just discuss whether we should have
glass can cut, but the image of con- a choice in packaging.
SlUner carnage often evoked in arguThe consumer safety reason is
ing for a switch to plastic ignores often the first one cited in a change
that glass jars were rarely a major from glass to plastic but the other
hazard in pre-plastic times. Reason- common reason - weight - is more
able care and careful clean-up, in often the real manufacturer concern.
the case of an accident, takes care of Glass is noticeably heavier than
sharp bits.
plastic. As gas prices lise, the cost
. Plastic may not be as safe as one of shipping rises, with both distance
might think, although for a different and weight.
reason. There is another concern with
Foods and beverages were once
plastics in our environment: grow- bottled near the area where they
ing scientific evidence that points were cousumed, in regional bottling
to concerns over health effects and facilities. As manufacturers moved

to eliminate regional factories and
started shipping over great distances,
the weight of products became more
important, but the money saved by a
distant production center might increasingly be outweighed by rising
fuel prices.
Companies might start to rethink the cost advantage of a ceutral facility. A return to local bottling could save fuel and add local
jobs. The shorter shipping distances
might make eco-friendly glass more
appealing.
Plastics , on the other hand, are
made from increasingly scarce and
expensive petroleum. With the shift
away £i'om fossil. fuels and concern
about greenhouse gas carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, all uses ofpetroleum products are less appealing.
The costs of plastics are bound
to rise, while glass will remain inexpensive to produce and recycle.
Glass is made from abundant natural material, recycles and is biologically inert.
Companies like to talk about giving customers choices. That should
not just mean the size of a jar or
the flavor of juice. We should have
a choice of glass or plastic for food
packaging, for health and for environmental reasons .
.
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The pros and pros of global warming
"TIle warnings about global
warming have be;n extremel; clear
for a long time. We are facing a
global climate crisis. It is deepening.
We are entering a period of conse~ quences."
This quote by form er Vice President AI Gore exemplifies many peopIe 's take on th e ' threat' of global
warming.
Maybe it is true that the ozone
layer is being depleted rapidl,. temt peratures around the globe are rising
and the polar ice caps are melting,
and sure, it has been proven that
higher ocean temperatures have led
to stronger and more frequent hurricanes.
My question is: Why does nO
one look at the benefi ts of global
wanning')
Although I am a rather rotund
fellow and get sunburned faster than
an albino on his "nnual trip to the
sun, [love the beach. The ocean air,
the surf the sand, the cooler full of
adult beverages. a trip to the beach
is a gr"il' way io spend a day.
The problem is that [ live in St.
Louis, which leaves the neares t

l

beach (that isn 't at\Vho wouldn 't
tached to a fairly
want a condo with
disgusting river or
a view of both
lake) approximately
O'Fallon
Park
600 miles away, and
and the Atlantic
Oceano
that is to the Gulf
of Mexico, which
I am sure by
still does not really
now many of you
count. As ocean levarc asking why I do
els lise. wouldn 't
not just pack up and
that just bl1ng the
move to the coast.
ocean closer?
Well as strange
Think about it.
as it may seem, I
likc St. Loui . I
You look eastward
have been here my
through the W011entire life and it is
drous
Gateway
By CHRIS BAUM
Arch, and where
home. There are
. ... .. ....... .
·· ··- :···.. --·..· many things in thi
Sauget once stood
laff'J'r;ler
city that \ ould be
is a vast ,xean. St.
hard to leave; the
Louis is notorious
for its summer heat and humidity. Cardinals, the Rams. my fri ends. my
\Vhat better way to combat that heat famil y, and the St. Louis Blues. If I
than with a nice, cool ocean breeze0 cannot drive to a Blues game in 20
An ocean in St. Louis would or less minutes; 1 am a very lUlhappy
be a huge economic boom as well. guy,
There is also the question about
A rene\ved tourism industry would
provide many new jobs, and with remorse for all of those cities and
the location near the beach the blight states that would no long r exist.
that is north Sl. Louis City wo uld New York City is obviously a great
and iconi c city, but it is also inhabbecome valuable property.

ited by Mets and Yankees fans , so
it can go. Boston is historical, sure,
but il is fi.lil of Red Sox and Patriots
fans, so it too can take a hike.
As for Washington DC, ye it
is our cap itol and the history there
would be hard to recreate, but there
is precedent as it has already moved
twi e during our history.
What would be 0 hard about
mOY ing it again?
Most of the other states and ities are fairly incollsequ ntiaL as the
ones like Florida that used to ha ve
beaches will just be replaced by the
. ·ew East Coast' .
For those of you that may be
aghast at my seeming Jack of respect
for United States hi story please consider the words of one Dwight D.
Eisenhower: .. either a wise man
nOT a bnve man lies down on the
tracks of h i tol)' to wait for the tra in
of the futu rc to fW1 oyer him. "
TIle future i coming. and that
future is global wamling. I will be
the guy out in the front lawn spraying aerosol at the ozone layer.
All ill the name of progrc"s. of

vihat we will call the players who
are female.
This is quite a bind and pos, ibly why we currently do not have a
mascot which represent'> our name.
A lthough Triton is not as obviously
male-centered as RiverMEN , TrilOn
is usua lly concei\·ed ofas the god of
the sea.
Obviously gender equality was
not the reason for the name change.
r think many will agree that MudcUQ;
would have been superb and gender-

neutral.
However. s ince we are now the
Tritons let us truly be Tritons. Aii wc
need now is to pu t our sports stars.
faculty. students and staff in fron t of
a camera w ith a Trident and Viola!
We have OUf T riton ·!

But then again, any literature
would look good to you since
the most riveting reud you have
glimpsed lately was the back of the
cereal box whil e you choked down
some Sugar Flakes before hitting the
door because you tapped the snooze
button one too many times and now
you must suffer moming rush hour.
But won't you read at work?
,\Vho cares, your boss will tell you
you are wrong anyway. Why bother? Oh, and that rousing game of
"avoid the papercut?" Judging by
tbe ecol1o-size box of band-aides
next to the computer with which you
caillot even check your personal email, you have lost. Badly.
No time to bleed though, you
now have to sit through another
meeting with your supervisor in
which you will have nothing to say.
Why? Because management will
be too busy, a) instilling the fear of
layo ffs in you and reminding you
to say the pledge of allegiance to
the company letterhead daily, or b)
blaming for last year's numbers being unacceptable, all the while, forgetting you have only worked there
for three months .
About that paycheck, it di sappears faster than your cap at graduation. Turns out it is spent before you
even get it. For starters, you have
student loan s to repay. And health
insurance. Oh, and do not forge t
Social Security! But, you will get
that back when you retire, light?
Surely the one thing you learned
dw-ing college was that social security was a myth similar to Santa, the
Easter Bunny, or the Cubs winning
a World Series') Thus; you get to invest your money, pre-tax of course,
in the market's most flac cid 401k.
By the way, taxes'? Much like death,
hard to avoid.
It is all okay though. At five
0' clock you can do your best Fred
Flintstone impression , scream,
"Yabba Dabba Do" and enj oy some
quality "you time." Maybe you
will read, maybe you will work out,
may be you will contemplate the design of a whiskey bottle that does
not s em to alway leak from the
top. Do not worry about the freshmen fifteen a nd the additional ten
go ing anyw here. They are about to
get some good company from the

I wonder if any of you are upset
by the identity crisis illvI-St. Louis
still faces .
After months of hard work on
l' committees. a campus-wide vote as
well as the money paid to a consulting firm , we still face a crisis . The
crisis I refer to is that we still do not
have a mascot.
We have a symbol, a tridenl (you

know, the three pronged fork) but no
graphic representation of a Triton.
This begs the question: Are we the
Tridents or the Tlitons? My hope is
that the UMSL community will receive delivery on the promise of a
new mascot.
In LaGuan Fuse's articlc "A
Mascot by any other nanle" (TIle
Current, August 2007: Pg 10) he
suggests that more announcements
be made so as to notifY the uninfOlmed. More importantly, he asks

other fifteen pounds you are going
to put on from sitting on your ass for
eight hours a day and playing with
paper.
It will be around this time that
you have tbe closest thing to a scholarly thought since you took your last
final exam. Why is it you are ready
for a good coma after sitting in an
air-conditioned office, in front of a
computer and looking at numbers all
day? You will call it something fancy like "The Inverse ProductivityNap Theory." Do not tell it to your
boss. It turns out they are soull ess
and incapable of wannth, humanity
or humor; not unlike some professors. You will take strange comfoli
in this one element of familiarity.
Alas, it will not be enough.
Finally, one day, you will recount
to a friend who stayed in your college town after graduation, and now
works at the local coffee shop for
minimum wage, that the intellectual
peak of your day was reciting all
of the people, places and events in
Billy loel's "We Didn't Start The
Fire" while stuck in the aftemoon
lUsh hour. Of course, you were
terribly off key the entire time; but
who gives a damn? Your friend, the
college townie, seems to have more
figured out about the real world than
you, and he is a barista, whatever
the hell that is!
So, here it is, you have two options. One, succumb to the scenarios above. Or, two, have some
chutzpah. Sit down one night after
class and think really hard about the
things you love. Think about your
passions, and chase them relentlessly. If you want to take your business degree and go to Guatemala to
start implementing micro-financing
strategies to foster local business
growth, do it.
If you want to join Teach for
A.merica and show some inner city
kids what hockey and J.D. Salinger
are all about, go forth then young
man. If you want to be a trophy
spouse ... well, that is another column. The point is, you spent twenty
plus years being told what you had
to do. You had to get into extra curriculars . You had to ace the ACTs.
You had to take this or that sequence
of classes. What is life after graduation? For the first time in your life,

ON L!NE CLASSES.,Ii'01II P(/g~ -i

I a m s ure that Captain Planet
and the Planeteers would be proud
of us.
I am not alone in embracing the
idea Ihal college classes should be
held in classrooms and no t on a
web ite. 1 have spoken w ith studenIS on campns and there are some
who agree while thcre are so me
student who love the fa ct they can
stay home whi le taking classes. The
bright side to 11 0t having a class in

an aetual classroom is not worrying
about being late to class.
I see my intemet classes as a
personal challenge. I have to change
my opinion of what my college expelience should be. I have done a lot
of things while being here at UMSL
just for the experience. And now internet courses will be my next chapter. I guess all that I can do now is
sit back and wait for My Gateway
to start working again.

course.

LmER TO THE EDITOR
Identity Crisis

4
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SAVE MONEY ON GAS, MAINTENANCE AND PARKING!

Daniel Cohen
Graduate Student
International Studies

1the (turrent
2 CONVENIENT
METROLINK STATIONS

TRITONS

Celebrating 40 years of covering
UMSL news, features, sports and
entertainment and more.

CONNECTING
METROBus ROUTES
PURCHASE YOUR PASS
AT THE (ASHIER'S OFFICE,
MILLENNIUM STUDENT CENTER
-

Use T.RIPFlnder on www.metrostlouls.org to plan your trip on
MetroLtnk and MetroBus and see how
Getting Around Town is a Snap, with Metro.
~l\';;>:~

.,\~

~ C_<:>.nnecting. People
- - - --

with Places

--~---- ----------
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Carrie Fasiska • Mmwgill8 &iilQr

Lauren Dixon and Oti Bamfo-Agyei participate in the wing eating contest during the MTV beach party on Friday, Aug. 24. lauren beat out the three other participants for
a portable DVD player.

UPB launches another success~
desipe storms and heat wave

J

By

CANDACE ANDERSON

distributed literature and giveaways at
"We anticipated on having a foam
their booths during the event.
dance floor, a 40 foot slip and slide and
The Catholic Newman Center a 40 foot video screen that would have
The University Program Board partnered with UPB in providing free been used to project music videos and
' tarts each school year with a Welcome popcorn and soft drinks at Thursday's candid shots of action on the dance
We k wi th events to get students famil- drive-in movie. Students gathered in fioor," sa id financial chair of UPB
i¥ aJ;ld iJ1--:olv~d w ith UM-St. Louis' parking lots s:; and D .. d~re~ tly il;l .front l , Dorian Hall, sophomore, accountiI!g.
of the MSG lakes to watch the movie
But other things did go according
Dclal a 'peeL
to plan. Imlan Wilson and Steven Hill
"Welcome Week was a complete "300."
·ueees· because we reached our target
Welcome Week culminated with from MTV's Real World: Season 12
audience," said UPB Executive chair, T a Beach Party event, but the weather hosted thc beach party. Free food and
had a different agenda. At 5 p.m., Curt drinks for all were provided as well as a
Ryan , junior, communication.
Welcome Week kicked off Monday, Coonrod sent a student-wide e-mail in- mechanical bull and a team ofDJs.
"Even though the beach party was
Aug. 20 with Spirit Day. The event was forming all that because \veather conhosted by UPB and the Welcome Cen- ditions were not conducive, the Beach moved, the attitude towards it and the
ter. Students were able to enter their Party would be moved from the Univer- energy put into it did not change,"
names into a raffle for a wide range of sity Meadows to the Pilot House in the Ryan said.
prizes including UM-St. Louis para- Millennium Student Center. The party
DUling the event, several contests
phernalia from the University Book- was held from 8 p.m. until 11 p .m.
were held including a wing eating con"Though \-\le had a good tum out, test, bull riding contest and a dance-off
store, DVDs and gift cards.
Tuesday, hypnotist Dale K packed this year was only a fraction of what between men and women. Prizes for
the Pilot House with the help of student we usually do for beach party." said the contests were a portable DVD playvoluriteers who participated in his pre- Kimberly Edwards, graduate assistant cr, Nintendo DS and a gift card.
"Overall, welcome week went
advisor of UPB
sentation.
Because the party was moved in- well," Edwards said.
On Wednesday, over 50 booths
"Students still supported the event
were set up in the quad for UMSL . doors, some of the elements planned
Expo, from 10 a,Jll. until 3 p.m.. Some for the party were postponed until a and had a good time," Ryan said. "That
for me defines success."
student organizations and departments later date.
A>.,is/(ml N~u's Editor

TOP TEN

.

Bored In

class?
10.

Stare at the
attractive
people.

9.

Text your
sweetheart.

8.

Sleep.

7.

Think of things
to put on the
Top Ten list.

6.

Watch Potter
Puppet Pals
on your
iPhone

5.

Do your
homework
for another
class

4.

Calculate
the square
footage of
the room.

3.

Throw
sharpened
pencils at
ceiling tiles

2.

Read The
Current.

1.

Crush your
teacher's
head with
your thumb
and forefinger.
(BELOW)

Danny Reise' SlaJ/ I'OOlogrtipber

Joe Ruggieri, senior, finance and member of Sigma Pi
fraternity, plays volleyball outside of Oak Hall.

Politics' dispels negative
A closer look at
stereotypes of impoverished continent· Chancellor George
~rican

By

AMY RECKTENWALD

Features Edi/(JY

Politics. It is one of those taboo
party topics that people try to avoid
when looking for a good time. But
not all political discussions are bad,
and the classes on them can be
outright fascinating For example: Afi'ican Politics"
But wait; does Africa
really even have politics?
"People
assume
there 's a policy of
aid," said Ruth Iyob,
associate professor of
political science, "But
where is the gas in your car
coming from?"
Politics is not just an argumentinducing topic. According to Iyob it
is to "understand power relations,
institutional capabilities and political economy" of a country or region
and "how all these interact."
She f11l1her explained, "It's more
than parties; It's how power relations impacts daily life and foreign
relations. "
lyo b teaches the Afiican Politics
class on Tuesdays and Thursdays
in the Social Science Building. She
said that one of the goals of the class
is for students to "get an understanding of the centrality ofAftica."

Iyob said, "When we talk about
any country, we're talking about
power relations: local, national, international." Fmtber, African politics are .misunderstood or considered to not
exist
at

all.
She
disputes
that
misconception .
"Africa
is
central to our
way of life. "
"They remember
the
negative, but not
the basics about
waking up," said
Iyob about Americans and their Ethiopian coffee drinking.
"We only hear about the poor in

need, nevcr the transactions."
Tn the class, Iyob illustrates the
inclusion of Africa into everyday
existence by naming imports that
people do not commonly consider,
including oil, industrial diamonds, .
pharmaceuticals for perfume making, and coffee. She said that it
is a puzzle "for a culture that
is so present to be so invisible."
This semester, Iyob is
concentrating the course
on francophone AfDca. Because of
the sheer
expanse
of
the
continent,
and differ:
ent
regions
within the continent and COlmtrieS,
it is not possible to
cover everything in
one course. ' Even the
range of just the francopbone countries is
huge. "From Madagascar
to Morocco is francophone,"
Iyob said.
According to Iyob, there is
Q,ot a concrete section of Africa
that is francophone.

See AFRICAN POLITICS, page 9

By

George
also an
Alsislani News Editor
accomplisbed jazz
"I always had a passion for jazz," pianist. He
Chancellor Thomas George said. At continued
the age of six, George began taking his studies
classical piano lessons which he con- with the factinued through out his college years.
ulty at Berk"During my graduate studies at lee College
Yale, I began taking lessons from of Music in
FilePOOlo
John Mehegan who is credited with Boston and
East- Chancellor Tom
starting the jazz program at the Jul- the
George.
man School
liard School in the 1950s."
While studying at Yaie, George of Music in
said he was urged by his mother to Rochester, NY. "I eventually starting
continue his pipe organ studies.
playing gigs at various venues, which
"When I approached the School I have been doing since the 1980s."
of Music there, a master's student
George has performed at the Shelnamed Barbara Harbach was recom- don Hall, St. Louis Jazz and Herimended to me," George said, During tage Festival and Finale in addition
the first six months the two studied to UMSL's own Touhill Performing
together, and eventually began to A.J1s Center.
, date.
George has also performed over"While my organ playing kind . seas Szeged,Hungary and also at
of slacked off, her career as a musi- Najing at the University of China.
cian continued to soar," George said.
George was appointed UM-St.
"Now she is considered one of the Louis' 7th chancellor in September
hmJlsichordists/organists 2003. George received his Bachelor
premier
in the world, with many CDs to her of Arts in 1967 from Gettysburg Colcredit, and is also an accomplished lege in Pennsylvania where he doucomposer."
ble majored in chemistry and mathBarbara Harbach is now a profes- ematics.
sQr of music at UMSL and wife of
See CHANCELLOR, page 9
Chancellor George.
CANDACE ANDERSON
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Fall semester kicks off Greek Rush

,.

By CHRIS BAUM

the fall rush is the most important.
What occurs during rush? At some of
the larger universities, rush lasts only one
They are coming, and they can soon . to two weeks. At UM-St. Louis, however,
be seen in the Millennium Student Center rush nOlmally lasts four to five weeks so
and the Bridge. With the start of the fall groups can find suitable candidates.
semester comes an important time for the
Students interested in joining a fraterfraternities and sorOIities here on cam- Ility or sorority are urged to find which
pus: rush.
one suits them the best, and then spend
There are three social fraternities and time hanging out with the members of the
three social sororities at UM-St. Louis. group to get to know them better. To acThese are Sigma Pi, Pi Kappa Alpha and complish this, the fraternities throw variSigma Tau Gamma on the fraternity side, ous barbecues, get-togethers and themed
and Alpha Xi Delta, Zeta Tau Alpha and parties, while the sororities have various
recruitment events.
Delta Zeta on the sorority side.
The start of classes signifies the be"Rush is the time to get to meet new
ginning of rush, or recruitment, for these people and have a good time. it is a way
groups, and while there is a spring nlsh, for us to show our brotherhood and give
Page Designer

"Our salary budget is less than
half of our advertising revenue,"
Stryker said.
"Their complaint [was 1 that the
newspaper rrtiff was paid in Iigbt bf'
\\ hat the complaining studeuts felt
was poor quality journalism," the letter from the SPLC stated.

Stryker claimed the budget cut don. Lamb, the Board of Curators,
was an underhanded way of an at- the new student curator and others,
tempt to censor the newspaper and Sn-yker demanded "the reconsiderathat such censorship is illegal under tion of the budget process in a conthe First and Fourteenth amendmentS. , tent-neutral ,'yay. Stryker continued,
'''This is the final opportunity to settle
of the United States Constitution'.
In an e-mail sent (0 interim things amicably."
This ultimatum is similar to one
president of the UM system Gor-

others the opportunity to be a palt of
the experience," said Sigma Pi member
Clinton Brant, senior, business administration.
After the rush period, the fraternities
and sororities choose which of the potential candidates they would like to become
pledges.
So why join a fraternity or sorority?
These groups get students involved in
many activities that they might not otherwise experience. Fraternities and sororities are also involved in many community service projects each semester.
For students who are new to the area,
or just want to meet new people, Greek
life can be rewarding. It presents an opportunity for those unfan1iliar with the

last February when Stryker and the
Student Press Law Center, a legal
firm that aids student media organizations, requested a solution to the
budget cut of $13 069.66, roughly
one-third of their reque ted budget.
"We're used to put1ing up with
a lack of respect from the student

area and the campus to make friends and
get involved.
"Joining Sigma Pi has been the best
thing I have ever done. I have made many
lifelong friendships, met many people
and the leadership skills I have developed
are priceless. I could fill a 10 page paper
with all of the benefits of joining a fraternity," said Sigma Pi member Joel Pottebaum, senior, accounting. "I just wish
we wouldn't lose to the Sig Tau's every
single year in Greek Week."
Those interested in Greek life can
keep an eye out for members from each
fratemity and sorority around campus,
show up at one of the parties or just check
with the Office of Student Life for more
infonnation.

body," Stryker said.
We 've grown nsed to the lack of
respect, but through this process, the
administration has showed a tremendous lack of respect. They made it
clear that they didn't see any sort of
justification. They showed no respect
for us," he said.

AWARDS
LARSHIP

LEGAL LAUGHS
BROUGHT TO YOU BY UMSL'S ElGHBORJ IOOD LAW FIRM

Q:
A:

According to the e-mail, a response is expected by Aug. 27 at
noon. However, Stryker does not
believe they will hear a response at
that time. "We will get a response,"
he said. "Just not by that date."

\\lbal'S the difference between a dead dog in the road
and a dead la'Vvyer in the road?
There are skid marks in front of the dog.

Q:

Why won't sharks attack Ia~-yers?

A:

Professional courtesy.

FOR INTERNATIONAL
989-1492

TRAFFIC rICKETS / DWI
LAW OFFICES OF

SORING THREE SCHOLARSHIP CONTE
BEST STUDENT ARTWORK, ESSAY AND WEB
DESIGN CELEBRATING:

BOEVINGLOH
A Ll M lTED UABILITY COMPANY

aluml Bridge Rd.._G.' J

L

Luuis, MO 63121 1 314.989.1492 j Fax 314.989.1403 1Tickets1YBoc,ingloh.com

UNITED NATIONS DAY
A WORLD HOLIDAY
\'(t

1:hc (turrcnt
VISIT THE CURRENT AT

www.thecurrentonline.com
TO FIND OUT HOW
YOU CAN PICK UP
A PASS TO SEE

o NAT10I\I
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~
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HOW CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BY MAKING UNITED NATIONS DAY (OCTOBER 14)
A WORLD HOLIDAY?

ENTRY DEADLINE: 5:00 PM 10/4/07
Pouas Ofe ava ilable 1)0 0 firsK~. fin.lo)ened bc:50i~.
No p!l'coo;e """8'SOry While w ppt.•• lasl EmoloYo", 01 oil

promolkmol partners. 000 their Qgencies ore not dtQible. One pa$S
pe.r person Thi.s film il. roted Ii! Jo, .tongU'Oge ond ~xual COtIfenl.

ENTRY FORM, RULES AND
MORE INFORMATION
WWW.CFIS-UMSL.COM
516-5753
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CONCERT REVIEW

DeadCity Dregs:
St. Louis' fi est punk
By

A&E ON CAMPUS
TUESDAY, AUG. 28
"NOISES OFF" AUDITIONS
Auditions for UM-St Louis' Oct.
16-20 production of play" Noises
Off," 7 p.m. at Touhill. Info:
(314)516-4850 or cannonja@
umsl.edu.

THU RSDAY, AUG. 30
"BACK TO SCHOOL" ART
EXHIBIT
Gallery Visio's first exhibit of the
semester features three regional
artists. Reception Aug 30 at 4-7
p.m. Exhibit through Sept. 21.
Free.
"DANiElA MARX POSTERS"
ART EXHIBIT
Silk screen posters at Gallery FAB,
through Oct. 6. Free.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1
NIGERIAN DANCE
"National Dance Troupe of
Nigeria," at Touhill, 8 p.m. Sept.
1 & 2. Sponsored by Center for
International Studies. Tickets $715. Info: (314) 515-4949.

ONG OING
M ERCANTILE LIBRARY
EXHIBIT "A VISUAL
REPRESENTATION OF THE
FIRST WAR OF INDIAN
INDEPENDENCE -1857,"
Through Sept. 30 at the St.
Louis Mercantile Library. Prints
depicting scenes from the yearlong Indian Rebellion of 1857,
which influenced attitudes toward
Britishrul.e of In.dia. Free.
!: ',I
GA LLERY 210 PHOTO EXHIBIT'
"EXPOSURE 10"
In Gallery A, through Sept.
15. A long-running program,
originated by the St. Louis Gallery
Association but in its third year
at Gallery 210, is a juried photo
competition. Free.
GALLERY 210 PHOTO EXHIBIT
"SAINT lOUIS THROUGH THE
LENS: IRVIN SCHANKMAN
MEMORIAL PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST"
In Gallery B, through Oct. 6.
A competitive exhibition that
shows changes in the city of St.
Louis over the past 50 years.
Collaborative effort of Gallery 210
and Public Policy Research Center.
Free.
MERCANTILE LIBRARY PHOTO
EXHIBIT: "FACES OF LABOR"
Photographic Portraits by Lee
Buchsbaum and Dan Overturf,'
through Nov. 18 at the St. Louis
Mercantile Library, located on
the second level of the campus
Thomas Jefferson Library. Free.
PPRC PHOTO EXHIBIT: PUBLIC
POLICY RESEARCH CENTER
STAFF PHOTOS
Photography exhibit by PPRC staff
members, through Sept. 28. Free.

TOP iTUNES
DOWNLOADS
1. Stronger Kanye West

2. (rank That Soulja Boy Tell 'Em
3. S.O.S.Jonas Brothers

4. Rockstar Nickelback

5. Beautiful Girls·
Sean Kingston
6. The Way I Are Timbaland featuring Keri
Hilson & D.D.E.

7. Me loveSean Kingston
8. You Are the Music In Me Gabriella & Troy

9. Gatta Go My Own WayGabriella & Troy
10. Big Girls Don't Cry

(Personal) Fergie

Danny Reise' Sla.Q·PboIrwnlp/J<!r
1
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Jake of the Dead City Dregs perfor ms during a show Aug_ 19 at the CTeepy Crawl.

STAUDT

gives a fine p dOlman c on dnuns
with Shane 1c 'eil and Bryan Zych
Sla{f lliitfFr
blasting out Rancid like riffs all guiFor a grand total of 35 audience tar. Jake Lloyd completes the group
members, Dead City Dregs opened on hesS.
for nationally touring bands Mad
Lead singer Zych tried to get the
Marge and the Stonecutters, Far from audience motivated ev n wi th a low
Finished and Left Alone on Sunday, tum out. He did not get on the baL
Aug. 19 at The Creepy Crawl.
as Far from Finished's overly enthuFans of The Creepy Crawl have siastic lead singer did. but Zych also
probably caught a Dead City Dregs plays guitar which would make bar
set, as they have opened for bands dancing fa irly difficult.
such a>; The Tossers and Street Dogs.
For a local band. Dead City Dregs
Despite the poor tum out, Dead has quite a solid foLlo wing. They had
City Dregs put on a solid set. playing more fans singing aloug and jumpsongs from their self-released demo ing than Mad Marge and the StoneCD and throwing out new music to cutters, who immediately followed
the fans.
Dead City Dregs.
The muD e a d
sic of Dead
City Dregs'
City Dregs
rapport v.:ith
is straight-up
the audience
PWlk. There
definitely
are no pop
beat our the
melodies
following
or hardcore
band whose
screams, just
lead smger,
hard
fast
aptly named
punk
rock
Mad Marge,
hearkening
first tried to
Danny Reise· '.iajJ/'boIc.grapher
back to the
get the fans
underground Dead City Dregs played Sunday,
i.nvolved and
Aug.19 at the Creepy Crawl.
strength that
then got upset
punk. began
when no one
with.
responded. She ended up swearing
Even without the pop influence, at the audience for not knowing her
however, Dead City Dregs could music and then trying to play it off as
definitely find a niche on mainstream a joke, which no one took v,rell.
raelio. Their songs are catchy and firn
Far from Finished put on quite an
like The Offspring, without crossing impressi e live show, but the music
the pop-punk line.
took on the pop and ska influeuced
\Vhile diversity is generally sound of radio punk.. Left Alone, musomething I look for in my music. sically, fell into the same category as
every genre has its place and true Far fro m Fi nished, bei ng good but
punk is being lost between hard core not amazing. something we have
and punk pop. For St. Louis, Dead heard on the radio ov r and over.
City Dregs is perfonning month-toIt is nue that Dead City Dregs are
month on the dying local punk scene almost always compared to Rancid.
with a set of songs that do not all blur but the gToup is Iik the "Let's Go' "
into one sOlmd but stand alone as in- Rancid ra wther than th e later selfdividual musical creations.
titled Rancid sound.
Dead City Dregs is a well balDead City Dregs is definitely a
anced band. No oue band member band to catch, so remember to hit up
outplays the group and no one is punk shO\ s early because nQt all of
holdi ng bacJ~ the test. Tom Valli the openers ill St. Louis ~ ll k.
ELIZABETH

MOVIE REVIEW

orockets or science: Just lessons learned from high school
By CATE MARQU IS
.4[-[ Editor

There are no rockets and no science in "Rocket Science," but there
are life lessons and ironic humor in
this quirky indie-style tale about an
unlikely candidate for a high school
debate team in suburban New Jersey.
"Rocket Science" opens with a
debate team nightmare - a complete
meltdown at the Clitical last competition. Thwarted in her quest for the
trophy, ambitious Ginny Ryerson
(Anna KendIick) is now faced with
finding a replacement for her brilliant
debate partnero
foShe
cuses on an
unlikely candidate: Hal
Director: Jeffrey
Hefner (ReBlitz
ese
Daniel
Thompson),
Stars: Reece
an awkward
Thompson, Dionne
high school
Audain, Anna
freshman,
Kendrick, Nicholas
with a deD'Agosto
bilitating
stutter
and
Synopsis: A look
an overbearat life through
ing, strange
the eyes of a high
older brother
school teenager.
named Earl
(Vincent Piazza). Hal's high school ambition
seems to be to escape the notice of
bullies and maybe get the lunch he
wants in the cafeteria.
Shy but bright, Hal can hardly
get a sentence out, even if he does
know the answers in class. At lunch,
he settles for the less desirable cafeteria choices, due to his inability to
spit out the word "pizza." His parents
have recently split up and things are
a bit chaotic in their cramped, modest
suburban home.
Ginny is his complete opposite,
hyper-verbal, confident and relentless in pursuit of her goals.
Hal is floored when he is singled
out by the beautiful, brainy, rich-girl
senior, the star of the debate team,

Rocket Science

to replace her legendary debate
partner Ben Wekselbaum ( icholas
D'Agosto).
Ginny fixes on the speech-challenged freshman partially because
he vaguely resembles her old teammate Bell and paliially because she
believes that Hal's speech difficulties
mean he has a deeper well of anger to
fuel a desire to succeed.
Ginny campaigns for what she
wants but Hal is sinlply smitten. Seeing more possibilities than debate in
the attentions of this beautiful girl,
Hal eventually, reluctantly but hopefully, embarks on the impossible
dream.
"Rocket Science" follows the
quirkier path of "Napoleon Dynamite" and other more off-beat iudie
comedies about teenage angst and romantic dreams. But what star1s out
like another in comedy in that mode
evolves into create a more interesting
and less predictable story.
Instead of rolling dO'h11 the familiar road of romantic comedy, "Rocket
Pbotn COIIFIt!S! ojPidwl'l'VIlSIl
Science" veers off course to far fun- Reese Daniel Thompson plays Hal Hefner, an awkward high school freshm.an, in "Rocket Science."
nier and tmer tenitory.
"Rocket Science" has more realism and a bit more of a touching serious side than the sillier "Napoleon
Dynamite." It has much more bittersweet coming-of-age reality than you
might expect, but the tale is also told
with a dark humor twist. Hal also
faces a daunting array of problems
that might echo other teenage experiences for many.
His bullying bizarre older brother, his parents' recent divorce, the
school's incompetent speech therapist and his mother's odd boyfriend
all present both comic opporturiity
and slice of life realism.
"Rocket Science" is the feahrre
film directorial debut of Jeffery Blitz,
who helmed the award-wilming spelling bee document31Y "Spellbound."
That experience means the dircctor
knows something of the real realm
of high school competition, ambition
ai1d dlive.
Inspired by the 'cult classic "Harold and Maude," director Jeffrey

Blitz set out to create a film that had
a foot in reality and a foot in comedy.
Beyond his experience working with
real high schoolers in "Spellbound,"
Blitz also drew on his own childhood
experience with stuttering.
Blitz uses a straightforward approach to the film, choosing to foCliS on the actors rather than camera
tricks.
The film gets credit for being
more real-life than the usual cliched
Hollywood fare and the acting is respectable enough. Actor Reese Daniel Thompson nails the teenage angst
of high school romantic dreams perfectly, a universal theme that is one
of the film's strong points.
Anna Kcnrick's Ginny is wound
very tight and her single focus means
she is largely unaware of her own seducti ve effect on I-I al.
While the characters are wellrounded, they are never iITesistible enough to transcend the st01Y's
loopier and unlikely aspects to lift

Reese Daniel Thompson and Anna Kendrick star in "Rocket Science," directed by Jeff Blitz.

"Rocket Science" into a must-see
film, "Rocket Science" is fresh and
entertaining enough, with worthy
ambitions and some telling nuggets
of truth. By staying with certaia indie
film boundaries, "Rocket Science"
unfolds as more a quirky little gem

than a coming-of-agc class1c.
Still, the film is worth seeing and
a very promis.ing feature debut for its
director Jeffrey Blitz and introduction
for its unkno,\11 star Reese Daniel
Thompson. "Rocket Science" is now
playing at the Hi-Pointe cinema.

1:hc C!urrrnt
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

Gui~o's :
By . SHANNON

'A Taste of Spain in the Middle of Italy'

McMANIS

Guido's Piueria and Tapas

****0

In the classic and liturgical language of Sanskrit, "tapas" means
"heat."
For those of us \\Tho are not familiarwith this ancient tongue, tapas
are the appetizer delicacies of Spanish cuisine. They can be prepared
either hot or cold, and the Spanish
restaurant Guido's serves them up
both ways.
The Carretero family hails from
Madrid and ended up settling in st.
Louis. They wanted a place where
they could lovingly craft familiar
Spanish recipes, and settling on the
Hill, found a way to incorporate
. both the old and tbe new.
They opened Guido's, named for
their son, Miguel, as a pizzeria and
tapas bar.
This self-proclaimed "Taste of
Spain in the Middle of Italy" is just
that and more. Located in the heart
of the Hill, Guido's full menu combines both Italian and Spanish cuisine.
All of the usual favorites c::m be
fOlUld on their Italian menu. There
are pastas, salads and sandwiches,
but the pizza wanants a try. Made
with St. Louis-style cmst and baked
in stone ovens, this pizza has all the
necessities for greatness.
I suggest a combination of mozzarella and provel cheeses, and
the slightly spicy Spanish chorizo

Located at 5046 Shaw Ave
on The Hill
(314) 771-4900
Hours:
Sunday - Thursday

11 a.m. -11 p.m.
Friday-Saturday
11 a.m. - midnight
makes a first-rate alternative to pepperoni. Close to thirty other toppings are available, not to mention
Miguel Delgado serves customers of Guido's Pizzeria & Tapas
specialty options such as the popular
Sunday. The restaurante specializes in tapas.
taco pizza.
The Spanish menu is where the A rich mixture of tuna, cheeses and the undeniable fact that this is a famCanctero family really has their spice is shlffed into pastries, and ily joint.
chance to shine. The cold tapas have no doubt, your heart will melt
Advertisements from Madrid
include potato disbes, marinated right alongside your taste buds.
adorn the walls, along with an eclecAnother , favorite is the Queso tic arrangement of both Italian and
olives and cured Spanish ham, to
name a few.
de Cabra, or baked goat cheese im- Spanish banners, pottery and figuThe boquerones ' were particu- mersed in a tomato, pepper and basil rines.
There may be white tablecloths
larly good but not for the faint of sauce.
heart. Anyone who avoids anchovies
The only thing lacking was great in the dining room, but that is not
should do the same for these laid out bread. Generic Italian bread comes reflected in the pricing. Guido's also
tiny white fish, which are marinated with the meal, but the Jack of palat- offers a private room for events,
in vinegar and served with olive oil, ability takes its toll on those portions along with a specialty menu if rewhich really need it, such as the goat quired.
garlic and lemon juice.
The highlight of the meal was cheese.
Guido's is located on The Hill at
definitely spent with an assOliment
Patrons walking iilto Guido's 5046 Shaw Ave. Hours are Sunday
of the hot tapas. Seafood lovers will Pizzeria and Tapas are immediately through Thursday, from II :00 a.m.
delight, as several squid, cod and . engulfed by a feeling of hospitality.
to 11 :00 p.m., and on Friday and
The atmosphere is comfortahle Saturday from 11 :00 a.m. to midshrimp selections available.
For those frightened of tuna, for- and invit ing, and on the way to the night.
get the canned stuff, and take one table, regulars laugh with the barFor more information, call Guibite of Guido's tunaempanadillas. tender. Part of this ease comes from do 's at (314)771 -4900.

CD REVIEW

ELIZABETH STAUDT

On hme 2, 2007 St. Louis local
band King Thief welcomed into the
world their album "The Inferno" in
Blueberry Hill's Duck Room. King
Thief, fonnerly known as Ultra Blue,
has created qui'fe an epic feeling album along the same lines of emotional rock bands like Muse along
with Ours.
In a recent interview. the band
described their sound as "almost stadium rock with a lot of piano and organs. " King Thief is Brooks Bracken
on vocals, Sam Hill on guitar, Jon
Hill on bass, Louis Wall on Drums
and Al Kent on keyboard.
. The CD opens with a melancholic
piano and strings intra before moving to the extremely catchy SOIlg

Guido's Pizzeria and Tapas is located in the Italian neighborhood of
The Hill, but is owned and operated by the Carretero family, who
hail from Madrid. Proud of their heritage, they lovingly combine
their menu to include both Italian and Spanish cuisine.
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King Thief's 'The Inferno' is burning up the local scene
By

Photos by: Courtney A. Strong· Staff Photographer

"New England Hellcat." Lead singer
Brooks Bracken nearly chants the fina llyrics which come across as more
frightening with his nearly apathetic
tone. This song sets up the whole CD
with a plill1ping
beat,
dark lyrics,
emotioq.all y -charged
instrumental
breaks
and
an ironic attitude.
"The Inferno"
"Mahogany," with its
simple "hey
oh" chorus
line that let
Bracken involve the audience, serves
as a slightly harder follow-up to the
poppy "New England Hellcat." Beware the poppy rhythm, however, as

King Thief

King Thief's lYlical content tends
toward the dark side of life as choruses twist signs oflove into "XOXO
1 hate you."
"XO" is actually the only song
to survive the band 's name change
coming off of Ultra Blue's "Maya"
release. The song's popularity cannot
be denied at shows and the melody is
catchy e en if the lyrics are full of an
ironic hate.
Do not be put off by the lyIics,
most of which take on the gothic.
Poe-like quality. becanse King Thief
does have a great sense of humor,
including some fart jokes in the interview.
When asked where the members
met, they said "in the trenches of a
toy store. We all worked together
selling 'Tickle Me Elmos'." According to the band, the neVi name is "like
a dichotomy. It's like the richest of

the rich and the poorest of the poor."
The strings take over at key
points on the CD and add an epic
tone, which allow the lyrics to evade
a melodramatic "emo" feel. King
Thief does not stop at just adding
strings to their music but uses chains
in buckets to introduce "Exitus," a
dark song which gives way to the
poppy "Serpentine. ' •
"The Inferno" as a whole flows
ineredibly well and the production is
clear. ll1is is not a "recorded in the
dnnnmer's basement" release but a
solid, potentially career-jumping album.
King Thief is a crazy live show,
and the CD release party came complete with its own fight in the crowd,
an unnsual sight at Blueberry Hill. I
would highly reconmlelld picking up
a copy of 'The Inferno" at Vintage
Vinyl. as the CD is not available in

~

I

He earned his Master of Science
in 1968 and doctorate of philosophy
degree in 1970 in theoretical chemistry fi'om Yale University. Postdoctoral appoinhnents followed
at prestigious institutions such as
MIT and Uni\crsity of California
-Berkeley.
At the age of 29, George was
promoted to a full time position as
profe sor of chemistry. He then became dean of natural sciences and
mathematics at State Un.iversity
in ew York. Thereafter, George
served as pro vost and academic
vice pre, ident at Wa. hington State
University. Prior to accepting the
positi on as chancellor at UM-St.
Louis. George served as chancellor
at University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point for e en years.
George is also an active researcher in the science community.
He is also a professor of chemistry
and physic here at UM- St. Louis .
"Lately, I've been conducting
research in laser chemistry and laser physics," said George.
George bas been working with
a group doing small scale science
researc h. " Most recently I've also

beell doing some medical research
on lasers killing tumors and cancer
cells," he said.
UM-St. Louis is the only public
research university in the Greater
St. Louis Area. George said that
without this institution, most people would not have the opportunity
to pursue higher education.
"We are the main provider of
the workforce for the St. Lou is
community, and we have a number
of nationally and internationally
recognized academic programs,"
George said. "We tend to think out
of the box as evidenced, for example, by Express Scripts, Inc. , the
second largest corporation in the
state, locating its headquarters on
our campus."
George said he hopes to contillue to build on the accomplishments
of the school. He also wants to
continue to secure more resources
of the state to keep tuition as low
as possible and retain outstanding
world renowned faculty.
"UMSL drives St. Louis, and
we want to accelerate even more as
we strive to serve the citizens of our
state and beyond," George said.

The Current
A FRIC AN POLIT ICS. from pllge 6

is now seeking
advertisingreps,
business reps and

staff writers.
For more information on
how you can contribute to a
winning team, visit us in our
office located at 388
Millenium Student Center.

TIler" are countries in north,
east, west and central Africa that all
are included. "That's what's interesting is the di versi ty," said Iyob.
The diverSity lies not only in
the sheer number of countries, but
also their economies and ecologies. Accordi ng to lyob, there are
some coun tries tha t are pastoral,
petro-stales, Or have diamond-rich
economies. i n the ecological diversity, there arc de s~rts, mountains,
coastal areas and j ungles.
Di\'ersity is nor the only focus in
the course. lyob said that she tries
"to bring in the Pan-Afi'ican element, and to examine the globality
of it. Africa is in th e whole world:
African pc pies, cu ltures, economies."
The inyolvement of Africa in
the world economy isn ' t a new development. It has played an important part in history for the Persians,
Greeks and Roman s, as well as
others. African culture, people and
economies have circulated throughout the ·world s ince ancient times.
"Africa has alw ays been a part
of the gl obal wave, in both positive and negative ways," Iyob said.
"There's no way to look at international relations without Africa."
The class will look at past and
present politics, including Euro-Afriean relations. "It's central to the
world economy, culture and international relations, but it's not politically central," said Iyob. "There's
an absence of acknowledgement,
which makes it possible for us to
ignore it."
She said that she goes into some

American politics in the class. She
starts with the familiar and works
from there to get her students so
they do not view the Afiican politics as exotic.
She said that she "makes it relevant" and by doing so, acknowlcdgc:s the relevance of Africa to the
world. "It's so central to our way
of life, why don't \-ve acknowledge
it?"
By using the imemet and cun-ent
technology, Iyob can make a point
about how alive and widespread
African politics are.
She said the cartography exercise used to take a week to do,
but now students can do a google
search and come in with a printed
map of the African countlies, but
110 two students will have identical
maps.
"Students get excited," lyob
said. She likes the enthusiasm of
the students for the subject once
they really start to see how broad
it is. "The class is in the afternoon,
but everyone was attentive and they
didn ' t leave at I :45." In fact, students linger in the room afterwards,
discussing the class.
"Africa is so many things,"
1yob said in explaining how a tea
she could once pmcbase only in
South Africa is now available in
the United States at Target. "We're
discovering more African oil and
diversifYing our purchases."
And since our industrial economy is based on what we import,
Africa becomes vitally important in
providing "the basic derivatives we
need for post-modem life."
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Triton golf coach tees off fourth year
By LAGuAN

FUSE

Golf Digest ranks UM -St. Louis 16th in the nation in Division II

Sports Editor

SPORTS BRIEF
Christy Trame
looks for tournament repeat
Last year on Septem ber 2 Christy Trame, junior,
middle hitter/blocker, was
named to the All Tournament Team after putting up .
35 kills over three matches
with 18 blocks at the Quincy Nike/McDonald's Tournament
On Friday August 31,
the UM-St Louis Volleyball team will open at the
Rockhurst Tournament
In the past two matches
for UM-St . Louis, Trame
has put up a team leading
42 kills. Trame is averaging 4.35 kills per game
this season already. Trame
ranked 5th in the GLVC last
year averaging 3.73 kills
per game.

Dustin Ashby is entering his fourth
year as the head coach for the men's
golf team. Last season, the team finished ninth in the GLVC tournament
This year, the men's golf· program is
ranked 16th in the nation for Division II
programs by Golf Digest
"As a coach, it tells me r am doing
something light," Ashby said. "Over the
past three to four years we have been
kind of rebuilding everything," said
Ashby. "We have a lot of fresh faces in
the golf program. We are a very young,
young team."
"The question is going to be, how
quickly can our sophomores help the
freshmen oftoday transition in and ho\\;
well our leadersh ip, Matt Thomas and
Tim Swoboda, lead the team," Ashby
said.
According to Ashby. the men's golf
team has a bright future. The team is
comprised of mostly sophomores and
juniors and Ashby believes that his team
could be a top contender in the GLVC
"While we are excited to see what
the young guys have to bring to the
table, we are also cautiously optip1istic
because I know what they are capable
of There is a transition when you get to
the college level ," said Ashby. "1 expect
better things thardast year. If we play
up to our capability, we can compete
with anybody in the conference."
Ashby recently won the S1. Louis
District Amateur Championship
.for the second time. The first
time Ashby won the award
was in 1996.
" I won it II years ago
when I was actually still at
UMSL," said Ashby. "It was nice
to come back a 1it1le bit older,
a little bit more experienced but still
compete with a lot of the young kids
that we compete against on the college
side. There are a couple of student-athletes that we compete against, wbe ther it
be Rockhurst or Quincy College or the
University of Missouri for lhat matter."
Ashby went on to say, "It nice to be
coaching them on one si de. It is still ni ce
to be able to go out and compete aga in t
the best amateurs."
Ashby said even though his passion
is golf, he does not get too many chances
to play. Ashby host a golf radio show
and says that outside of his family life,
golf is about 90 percent of his life.
"Whenever I am out there playing, 1
am competing not only on the behalf of
myself, but the school," said Ashby.
Ashby said if he could play golf

UMSL Golf coach Dustin Ashby and his team have high expections going into the new season .

against anyone in history it would be Tiger Woods Ashby aid tbat he actually
played junior golf against Woods years
ago .
"As he was traveling around, doing
hjs junior g If thing, we came across
eac b other in a couple of junior toumaments. He was stiU Tiger Woods back
then. E erybody knew who he was a.nd
everybody knew how good he would
was go ing to be," said Ashley.
"Golf i a wonderful game because
you can pla_ the gam e for years and
years and whil you may not be as competitive as you once were, when you
where 19 or 20, you are stlLJ able to enjoy the competitjon. On any given da_
T could go out and hoot a good score
and compete against the best players,
but day in and day out they are going to
thump me. But that is what makes golf
special."

Over all, Stanford ra nked 1st
with a score of 90.9 . UM-St.
Lou is was given a 58.4.
The overall score takes into
account player growth, golf
only ratings, and academics.
In player grawt 1, UM-St .
Louis .27 , compared to #2
Duke's player growth of -.01.

The fu ll ratings and details

can be found onli ne at the
www.GolfDigestcom.

STAFF VIEWPOINT

Who's up for a
little Wallyball?
By

UPCOMING GAMES

Assistant Sports Editor

Men's Soccer
Aug, 27
at Concordia, N. Y.
(Bronxville, N. Y.)
2 p.m. (ET)

fl.ug,31
vs. Lyon
7 p.m.

Sep. 7
vs. Rockhurst
7:30 p.m.
File PbtJro

Women's Soccer
Aug.31
at Grand Valley State
(Allendale, Mich.)
4 p.m. (ET)

Sept. 2
at Ferris State
(Big Rapids, Mich.)
12:00 p.m. (ET)
...t; epr.. 7)
VS. Rockhurst
5:00 p.m.

Volleyball
Aug . 31 - Sept. 1
at Rockhurst
Tournament
vs. Grand Canyon
VS. Colorado
vs. Washburn
vs. Wayne State
(Kansas City, Mo.)

TOM SCHNABLE

UM-St. Louis Volleyball players Joslyn Brown, 4, libero, and Claudia Medina, 13, outside hitter, compete last year against
SIU-Edwardsville.

Triton Volleyball splits four games
at Missouri Southern Tournament
By

TOM SCHNABLE

Assistant Sports Editor

Going into the season, the UM-St. Louis
women's volleyball team identified starting
out fast as a team goaL Well, if the first day of
the Missouri Southem Toumament in Joplin
did not count, then it did just that. The Tritons
dropped both their matches on the first day,
only to see themselves ralJy to win both their
matches on day two.
On day one, they opened up play against
Emporia State. Another one of the goals the
women made before the season was to improve on matches that went five games. Tile
Hornets, however, were able to break the Tritons' hearts in a five-game thriller. UM -St.
Louis took a two games to nothing lead, only
to see ESU stoml back to win the next three.

In tbe second match of the day, the Tritons
took on the Griffons of Missouri Westem
MWSU was able to dispatch UM -St. Louis
in only four games to win the match. Going
into the second day, things were not looking
too good.
But the Tritons were able to reverse their
luck. They started out with a match against
the host school, Missouri South em The Lions
were able to capture the first game and UM St. Louis came back and won the second. The
Tritons took the third game with MSSU rallying for the fourth to square the match at two
games to two .
Tben the Tritons were able to accomplish
something they were not able to accomplish
all of last season; they won the match in a
fifth game. The victory was sealed by freshman Carolyn Holstein's service ace. No game

in the match was decided by more than four
points, and the combined difference in scoi'ing between the tw.o schools was only three
points.
Riding the high of their first victory of
the year, UM-SI. Louis made quick work of
Southwest Baptist, wi=ing three games to
none. Junior Christy Trame led all Tritons
for tbe weekend with 74 kills, and junior Lisa
Brinker's play was honored with a selection
to the all-tournament team. Her 171 sets were
also a team high for the weekend.
For the tournament and the season, the Tritons have their record at an even two and two.
The team next travels to Kansas City, MO
this weekend for the Rockhurst Tournament,
before returning home to start off their home
schedule on September 7th with a visit from
Rockhurst.

School is in full swing now. and if you are
like me, you have way too many responsibilities on your plate . Between school, homework,
internships, extracurricular activities, jobs and
whatever, it never seems to stop piling up. But
it is always important to find the time to blow
off a little steam. One thing to do that is really
easy, a lot of fun and most important, absolutely free, is campus rec. sports.
Campus rec. sports, for those of you who
do not know, are available at the Mark Twain
Building, and allows you to compete with
your fenow classmates in everything from
wallyball to floor hockey. Want to one up your
buddy? See who can get braggin' rights at the
bingo extravangza.
'
For those of you who played sports all
throughout high school and are sad that the
glory days are now behind you, recapture the
magic in any number of flag football , basketball and soccer competitions. If you are not
someone who played sports for whatever reason, did not have time or were afraid of getting cut, campus rec. sports is a good place to
start.
Can you imagine an entire life going by
without ever playing racquetball? FortUnately,
there are four cowis available, so this nightmare of a scenario can be averted. If playing
sports is not your cup of tea, another great way
to spend the time in between classes is to go
swim some laps in the pool. For those of you
into Pilates or yoga, courses are offered by
certified fitness instructors for a small fee.
The courteous staff at the MTB will help
you with any questions you might have, and
they are waiting on pins and needles for you
to come on down and say hello.
Honestly, coffee is great and all, and I am
sure studying for class is a real trip, but opening up some time to utilize one of the many
sports or programs campus recreation has to
offer can be just as important as your next test
or paper.
Remember what Ferris Bueller says: "Life
moves by pretty fast, if you don ' t stop and look
around once in a while, you might miss it"
So the next time you are sitting in the student center racking your brain reading your
chemistry book, think about the many opportunities campus rec. sports has to offer. If not
for your sanity, than maybe for your fellow
students. And maybe your professors.

1
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GREAT JOBS. AMAZ ING BEN EFITS.
NOW HIRING.
Looking for a place that blurs the line between work and play? Find the job you're looking for at St. Louis' new hot spot.
As the region's premier resort and casino, complete with first-class gaming, amenities and accommodations, Lumiere Place
is sure to become the heart of entertainment in the city when it opens late 2007. Come be a part of St. Louis' next big thing.
APPLY ONLINE TODAY AT WWW.LUMIEREJOBS.COM.

Recruitment Center Now Open: 901 North First Street
M-F 9am-6pm

LUMIERE PLACE

sM

CASINO & HOTELS

LUMIERE PLACE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND A DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE.
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SHORT FUSE

NEWS BRIEFS

Vick should not be
banned from NFL
Dog fighting is
fenses. Too bad he has
wrong. It is not a
more problems than
sport and should
just worrying about
not be a hobby or a
where to play.
business. If Michael
Vick lied to the NfL
Vick lived by those
commissioner in April
rules, he would be
when asked about his
getting ready for the
connection with dog
upcorrung season
fighting. That may be
instead of getting
a big deciding factor in
ready for a possible
Vick's suspension. On
jail sentence. Crimthe other hand, if Vick
inal charges aside,
had told the truth, he
By lAGuAN FUSE
Vick is a great foot-...
would more than likely
ball player and over
have run into a differ::'porlS Editor
the past few days
ent list of problems.
my personal opinion about this situaIt is too early to know what will
tion has gone back and forth.
happen to Vick. He has said that he
Should Vick go to jail? If convict- was involved with the dog fights, but
ed, I say yes. He committed a crime how will his involvement affect his caand even though am not a dog lover, I red? Vick is going to need to remake
agree with those who say Vick should his public image if he wants to keep
do time. However, Vick has agreed to the fans that he still has and win back
help prosecutors in dog fighting inves- some of the fans that he lost. T do not
tigations, so ifhe does go to jail, it may think a public apology will work; Vick
be for a short time.
needs to show, not tell, that he is reVick's career with the Falcons is morseful. Maybe opening dog shelters
probably over and his entire career or speaking out against animal cruelty
might be on the line as well. I do not will help, but I do not think PETA will
think Vick should be bmmed from the let the public forget about this anytime
game forever, but ultimately, the deci- soon.
Vick should be punished for his
sion is not mine to make. As a fan of
the NFL, I think the loss of Vick as a crime, but that does not mean that he
player will change the excitement of should not be allowed to play football
the game. Face it; the Falcons will not again. If he worked at Burger King, 1
be the same team without Vick. They am pretty sure he could find another
might pull together as a team and win one to work for if he was fired. This
a few games, but overall, Vick will be is going to come down to the NFL's
l:,'Teatly missed.
public image. How people look at the
What NFL team would think about NFL will be a deciding factor in this
signing Vick with such a tamished situation.
reputation')
The NFL has been weeding out the
Answer: any team who wants to bad seeds in the league and depending
cause a match up problem for oppos- on the results of the investigation; Vick
ing defense. I think Vick could have a may join players such as Reggie Wilfew teams looking to sign him and he liams and Adam "Pacman" Jones 111
would be a great addition to many of- the list of exiled NFL players.

STATS CORNER
WOMEN'S SOCCER
Aug 24 game at home: T (1 - 1)

Aug 25 at Nyack: W (1 - 0) OT

Player

Player

5h SOG G A

Stone, Sarah
1
Reitz, Tara
5
9 Lee, Rachel
2
12 Fox, Amy
6
14 Cerny, Lynn
1
15 Gabris, Maggie

3
8

Totals

2
5

1
4

7
9

10
12
17
20
21

7

15

Player

Min

00 Behrmann, M.
23 Carmody, C.

45:00
65:00

GA Saves

0

2
0

Sh SOG G A

South, Ryan
Horan, Dennis
Sm:th, Jared
Huber, Colin
Spencer, Blair
Muesenfechter
Wogtech, Kyle
Wania, Mike
Schaul, Andy

2
2

2
2

3

2

Totals

12

Player

Min

Bober, Mike

4
8
9
10
12
14
15
18

Sh SOG G A

Nesbit, Anne
Reitz, Ta ra
Lee, Rachel
Hampton, J.
Fox, Amy
Cerny, Lynn
Gabris, Maggie
Farrow, Caitlin

1
2
2

1
2
2

1

GA Saves

105:00

0

3

2

2

1

4

Totals

13

8

Player

Min

00 Beh rman n, M.
23 Carmody, C.

45:00
4500

4 6

GA Saves

0
0

2

GLVC standings:
Team

W L T

Northern KY
Quincy
Rockhurst
UIN-Parkside
UM-St. Louis
Bellarmine
Drury
Lewis
Saint Joseph 's
SIU Edwardsville
Indi anapolis
KY Wesleyan
UfJ1-Rolla
S. Indiana

2 0 01.00
1 0 0
1.00
2

1

a
o a
o 1
1

a
a

Pet.

100
1.00
.750
.500
.500

o 0 0 .000
a a 0 .000
o 0 0 .000
o
0000
o
a .000
o
0000
o
o .000

Sh - Shots A - Assists
SOG - Shots on goal
G - Goals GA - Goals allowed

GLVC standings:
Team

W

Drury
Indianapolis
Lewis
UM-Rolla
UM-St. Louis
Northern KY
Rockhu rst
UW-Parkside
Quincy
S. Indiana
Saint Joseph's
SIU Edwardsville
KY Wesleyan
Bellarmine

1
2

T

0 0
0 0
a 0

o
1
2

0
0 0
0 0

o
o
o

0
0

Pet.

1.00
100
1.00
100
1.00
·100
1.00
1.00
.750

1 0

.500

0 0
o 0 0
010
o 2 0

000
.000
.000
.000

1

receive a ranking in Missouri.
The UM-St. Louis program began as collaboration between the.
Gov. Matt Blunt visited UM-St. Pierre Laclede College and College of Business Administration in
Louis on Wednesday.
According to Bryan Goers, SGA 1999.
"Om fifth consecutive year in
president, the governor spoke about
the scholarship increases that the the top 20 is just a confirmation of
Missomi Higher Education Loan the fact that we have established a
Authority loan saJe has given to top-notch program," Allan Bird,
students of the UM system and stu- director of International Business
dents at other public universities in . Program said. "The outstanding
reputation of our program continue-s
Missoud.
This $350 million sale in loans to grow and is knO\\'JT both nationwill go to building new complexes, ally and internationally."
"We continue to attract and rerenovations and increasing scholarship aid to public colleges and uni- tain high quality students and faculty," Keith Womer, dean of College
versities in Missouri.
Blunt signed the bill in June that of Business Administration said.
set the sale in motion after it went "As part of our ongoing mission,
through the Missouri legislature as we are constantly looking at ways
to better our program."
Senate Bill 389.
The program highlights include
In addition to funding for an
increase in the university's schol- more than 70 study abroad pro·
arships, the MOHELA loan sale grams in over 40 countries. Ameriis backing the cost of the Benton- can students have interned overseas
at companies including Japan AirStadler complex renovations.
Traci Clark, senior, nursing, lines, Emerson Electric and Genspoke at the event about how finan- eral Motors. In addition, foreign ,
cial aid has helped her pay for tu- students have interned for companies such as Monsanto Company
ition at the university.
and Anheuser-Busch Companies
Incorporated.
In 2005~ llivI-St. Louis 11lUnched
its International Master's of Business Administ.ration program. The
No:ws and World Report University has created partnerships
ranked UM-St. Louis' Intemational with international universities. Stu·
Maria Jenkins' Slt!f[PboIogmpber
Business program number 13 in dents in the program study abroad
2008's listing which was released the first year and spend the followGovernor Matt Blunt paid a visit to the MSC Wednesday. UM·
Monday, Aug. 20 .. It was the only ing year inteming in the same counSt. louis student government officals Bryan Goers and Cadence
Intemational Business program to try.
Rippeto spoke with Blunt after his speech.

Blunt visits UMSL

18 program ranked
among top in nation
u.s.

According to Sen. Gary
Nadler, noted as the "architect"
of SB 389, the MOHELA loans
that ,yere sold were not the loans
of MissoUli students. Nodler
also said nothing about the loans
would change .
The lawsuit claims MOHELA has stockpiled millions
of dollars from student loans
over the years that should have
been used to keep interest rates
dow'n and fund other M OHELA
programs.
"They re si mply changin g
hands:' odler said in June when
Blunt signed th biiJ. "The rates
w ill not inCH!ase or anything."
The approved plan for the
sale of the loans would sell the
loans to the siate as opposed to a
private holder.
Ail r being approved by the
Missouri legislature , SB 389
will take affect on Aug. 2 .
The bill has been revised numerous times since Blunt first
announced it in January of2006,

and was the subject of a filibuster before passing to the hands of
the govemor to be finalized.
In a statement, interim president of the University of Missouri system Gordon Lamb said,
"The university is monitoring
this litigation because the issues
it raises are obviously important
to the university and to Missouri'8 other public institutions
of higher education."
According to the govemor's
office, building proj.:cts funded
by the loan sale are still set to
rece ive that funding.
"Surprisingly, I have not
heard that much about it," said
Bryan Goers, president of the
Student Govemmcnt Association at U1\.1-St. Louis.
If lhe law uit was going to be
a hig issue, it would be discussed
at the chancellor 's cabinet meeting Tuesday, Aug. 28 .
Millions of dollars worth in
M OHELA loans have already
been sold.
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Aug 26 game at home: W (4 - 0)

Player
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This year UM-St. Louis will
be implementing a 3 percent salary increase for faculty, which
according to Chancellor Thomas
George, will come from a lack
of increase in the equipment and
expense budget.
UM-St. Louis wanted to raise
the salaries above the appropriated 3 percent to bring them
closer to ·peer institutions in the
salary range , possibly even to
4.2 percent.
The university proposed a
plan to increase the salaries in a
three-part system.
One-third of the increase
would come from the operating budget, the state of Missouri
would be responsible for the
second-third, and the last third
would come from an increase in
tuition.
The proposed plan was not

approved by the Board of Curators because, as George said,
"the Curators did not want this
on the backs of the students".
The proposal that was approved calls for a fifty-fifty split
of the increase between the university and the state.
If approved by the state, for
the next three years, the university will add one million dollars
per year into the operations budget "dedicated solely to adjusting faculty salary issues" says
George.
UM-St. Louis has already
begun preparing for the salary
increases by "eliminating positions, mainly administrative
positions, and not rehiring into
them" George said, "but really,
it all comes down to what the
legislators and the govemor decide."

CLASSIFIED ADS
Gradersrrutors Wanted, A west county
Mathematics and Reading learning center" is
hiring part·time gradersltutors helping children
ages 3 to 15. We offer fiexible schedule, fun
and rewarding working environment. Interested
candidates please call 636-537·5522 E·mail:
jwchan@earthlink.net

HELP WANTED
Sigma Alpha Lambda, a National
Leadership and Honors Organization with
over 70 chap ters across the country, is seeking
motivated students to assist in starting a local
chapter (3 .0 GPA Required). (ontad Rob
Miner, Direaor of Chapter Development at
rminer@salhonors.org.

FOR RENT

Toy Store Hiring. LagoonaMagoo To,/s
is looking for extremely outgoing people
for multiple sales positions at St. Louis ,Vilis
ma ll location. We offer a flexible schedule
ad a very positive work envi ronment Please
contact Beth and bring resume. 314·2275335

House for rent. 4 bedrooms. 1 baths,
unfinished basement, central air, fireplace.
Refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, garbage disp,
hardwood floors. washer/dryer, fenced yard,
off street parr, $1000. Occupancy permit
required. For more info, contad Joyce Gordon
@ 314·371-4727

Hannegan's Restaurant is now hiring
happy day and evening server>. Server positions pay well and jave flexible schedules.
Experienced applicants only. Apply in person.
719 Nsecond st.(laciedes Landing) 314·2418877

FOR SALE

J

2003 Kia Rio, 42.XXX miles, Asking
$6500. 314-428-4556.

l

Have something to sell? Looking for aroommate?
The Current Class~ieds
Can 516-5316 for more information

I
l'

Student

00

I~I
Sitters

I

Make $10 per Hour
or MORE!
www.student-sitters.coin

WELC:OME

BACK
SPECIAL

VOLLEYBALL
GLVC West standings
Team

W L Pet. Streak

SIU Edwardsville
Quincy
Rockhurst
UM-St. Louis
Southern Indiana
Drury
UM-Rolla

4
3
3
2

2

o

a

1.00
.750
.750
2 .500
2 .500

W4
W1
Wl

3 .250

L3

4 .000

L4

W2

L1

Contreras has been in contact
with her lawyer Aleksei Andreevich Andreeshev, who attempted
to negotiate for Contreras' freedom on the basis that she claimed
herself guilty of purchasing illegal items under the idea that
Contreras did not know she was
breaking the law.
According to Bahar, cases
where tourists m'e stopped with
such contraband are rarely handled in this m,mner. "Nonnally,
the medals were taken out of the
tourists' luggage and they were
told 'Sorry, you can't take these
out of the COlU1try, ' but they have
never not been allowed to get on
their flight," Baharsaid.
After a trial date was set for
Tuesday, Aug. 28 in Ramon,
Russia, at 10 a.m. Russian time,
which is I a.m. St. Louis time,
Bahar and supporters of Contreras are convinced that any pub -

Iicity is good publicity.
"There is a news stonn over
in Chile," Babar said. The story has also been covered in the
"Moscow Times."
During Governor Matt Blunt's
appearance at UM-St. Louis,
Contreras' issue was brought up.
Blunt has been cited as saying he
would speak to his father about
the matter.
United States Representative
for MissoUri. Todd Akin has sent
letters to Russian Ambassador
Yuri Ushakov. Gordon Lamb,
interim president of the UM system has also sent a letter.
Bahar, as well as many of
Contreras' friends and colleagues
hope to have Contreras home by
the end of the week.
"Hopefully, the judge presides over her case with acleared
mind, and we'll have Roxana
home soon," Bahar said.
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J TOPPING

$8.99
L~l\RGE 2 TOPPIN(;
$9.99
Tax, Deep Dish $1. 00

3 l\fediulns $5.55 e!;)ch
see store for det!;lils

call

8 ft Pizza, Bread ite111, &
200z SOd!;l
$7.99

1_

y'aJjd after 9pm

389-3030 :~~ ~
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Snapshots atjasonlove.com

CURRENT CARTOONISTS

SALOME'S
STARS

by E. Gearhart

SCONEBOROUGH

Pull my
finger.

ARIES

rr

(March 21 to April 19)
This week could
offer more
opportullities f or
ambitious Lambseager to get ah ead. But
do not rush mto ma king
decisions until you have
checked for possible hidden
problems.

---

1 - - . . : - - - ______.

TAURUS
(April 20 to May 20)

.t )

Some light beg ins to
shine on professiona l
and/or personal
situations t hat have
long eluded exp lanation Best
advice: Do not rush things.
All will be made clea r in time.

GEMINI

(May 21 to June 20)
ave

Alt hough you might
want .to protest what
seems to be an unfair
situation, it is best to
keep your tongue and temper
in check for now The fu ll
story has not yet corne out.

IT

MAV rK :c AU-rpG-..rti.(LY
c..o ~q-vi1-E;l>

ntb

' PI"~l"1

~g

9F z;frN CUR,:!=> .

"Sconeborough" is drawn by Current cartoonist Elizabeth Gearheart

.Shakeia's Hair Salot!

by Sherry Holman "Car Troubles"
r-~----~=---------------~

Not yet. The
mechanic said
he has to order a
~taIY. tic conveMe7

1

Why h~

to wait on a
Cadillac

\

W

"Shakeia's Hair Salon" is drawn by Current cartoonist Sherry Holman

">;

<- _. '

•. )

ACROSS
1 Bassoon's
cousin
5 Disfigure
9 Galena is
one
12 Pub missile
13 Shrek, for
one
14 San
Fran cisco's Hill
15 Kerouac
book
17 Popcorn
holder
18 Quit
19 Bonfire
residue
21 Biz abbr.
22 Ball VIP
24 Sticky
substances
27 Actress Wray
28 Gape
31 27-Across 's
"King Kong"
role
32 Indivisible
33 Debtor 's
letters
34 Candle
circler
36 Strange
37 Author Harte
38 Precipitate
40 Yours truly
41 Bloodhound's
clue
43 Extra's role
in "CSI"
47 Army rank
. (Abbr.)
48 1949

CANCER
(June 21 to July 22)
Work prospeds are
back on t rack. But
.
watch what you
say. A th oughtless
comm ent to the wro ng
person -- even if it's said in
jest -- cou ld delay or even
de rail yoUI' progress. '

§

LEO
(July 23 to Aug. 22)

Sl

Kelly/Sinatra
musica l
Uterary
collection
Stead
Be in charge
of
Sleep in its.
Physical
Rock concert
gear

7 401 (k)
alternative
51
8 Olympian's
prize
52
9 Broadcasting
53
10 Ubertine
11 Recedes
54
16 Id counte r
55
part
56
20 Crafty
22 Exchange, as
words
DOWN
23 Watched
1 Sten ch
closely
24 School of
2 Anathem a
3 Bits and
whales
25 Yokopieces
26 Fleeing from
4 Moral
the cops
principles
5 Su nrise time 27 Poetic
6 Past
measure
C

"B.C.H.5" is drawn by Current cartoonists Stazie Johl\S3n and John A. McGrath

SYNDICATED CARTOONS

Crossvvord

~( lO7

29 Misfortune
30 Enthusiast
35 Solo of "Star
Wars"
37 "Big" gun of
WWI
39 Pilfered
40 Larry 's pal
41 Cicatrix
42 Ice cream
holder
43 C rony
44 Verse
45 Trade
46 Tackle s'
teammates
49 Put the
kibosh on
50 Afte rnoon
social

K ing r:eaflJf6 S)'nd .• Inc.

1

3

5

6

2

9

8

2

9
1

4

3

8

7

4

(Sept. 23 t o Oct. 22)

n

Although it's not
quite what you
_
hoped for, use your
good busin ess sense
to make the most of wha t
you are being offered at this
time. Th ings will imp rove
dow n the line.

:?'

4

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 to Ja n. 19)

vp

You stdl need to
deman d th ose
answers t o
your questions.
Remember, your wise
counse li ng earns you respect.
but it is your search for t ruth
that gives you w isdom.

9

AQUAR IUS
(Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)

7

You wi ll find people

~ are happy to help

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK:

~ you dea l with some
diffi cult situations .
And , of cou rse, knowing you,
you will be happy to return
those favors anyti me. Won't
you 7

**

PISCES
(Feb. 19 to March 20)

* Moderate * * Challenging
*** HOO BOY!

Give that special
someone in your
personal life a la rge,
loving dollop of
reassura nce. Th at will go a
:ong way toward restoring
the we ll-being of your ailing
relationsh ip.

V

7\.

© 2007 King Feat ures Syn d .. Inc. World rights reserved .
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LIBRA

Cont inue to keep
a t ight hold on the
rei ns so that you do
not cha rge Willy-ni lly
into a si tuation that might
appea r attractive on the
surface but lack substance.

2

crossword puzzle and Sudoku at

zea lous ness create
resentment with coworkers wh o might feel you
shut them out. Prove them
wrong by including them in
your project.

8 3

3

Find the answers to this week's

'.v

SAGITIARIUS
(Nov. 22 t o Dec. 21)

2
1

6

I

A more positive
pidure of wh at lies
II
ahead is beginning
to take shape.
But there are still too many
ga ps that need to e filled in
before you make defi nitive
plans .

1

4

5

Be careful not to

nh let your on-the-job

rnL.

by Linda Thistle

5

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 Sept. 22)

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 t o Nov. 21)

Weekly SUDOKU
8

A colleague might
try to goad you
into saying or
doing th e wrong
thing. It is best to ignore the
troub lemaker, even if he or
she riles your royal self. Your
sup porters stand with you.

••

••

BORN THIS WEEK:
You are a delig~ti'-" CJaradox.
You like things neat and t idy.
But you're also a wonderful
host who can throw a rea ily
great pa rty.

(c) 2007 King Features

S" ~,,j . ,
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Tara Reitz helps Tritons open season 1-0-1

(LEfT) Tara Reitz heading the ball fielded from a teammate's corner kick. Reitz has a break through
performance with one goal and two assists. (CENTER) Reitz moving up the sidelines after stealing the
ball from Newberry last week. {RIGHn UM-St. Louis' Jamie Clark, sets up for a one timer on Ashland.
'f

By LAGuAN

FUSE

...............................,

Sports Editor

The UM-St. Louis women's soccer
team opened the season with a 1-0-1
record after a 1-1 tie against Newberry and a 3-0 victory against Ashland.
UM-St. Louis started the season
with a home game against Newberry
on Friday Aug. 24.
Newberry scored the first goal on
a penalty kick in the 37th minute by
Inga Woiwode. The Tritons would not
go down easily in the second half and
tied the game 1-1 in the 78th minute
of the game.
Sarah Stone recorded the first goal
of the year for the team and was assisted by Maggie Gabris.
Regulation time ended and neither
team was able to score again, forcing
the game into overtime. UM-St. Louis
was able to outshoot Newberry 2-0,
but was not able to score another goal,
ending the game with a 1-1 tie.
UM-St. Louis recorded 15 shots
and seven were on goal, while holding
Newberry to 10 shots and only three
on goal.
The Tritons were able to defeat the
Ashland Eagles 3-0 on Sunday, Aug.
26, by controlling the action for most
of the game. Tara Reitz was a big factor in the team's momentum, sCOling
one goal and earning two assists.

Rachel Lee scored quickly in the
game giving UM-St. Louis a 1-0 lead
in the second minute. The goal was
assisted by Reitz and Amy Fox. The
Tritons continued to press the action
and were able to take an early 2-0 lead
after a goal in the 11 th minute by Fox .
Reitz recorded her second assist ofthe
game on the goal.
The first half ended with UM-St.
Louis leading Ashland 2-0. The Tritons were able to control the pace of
the half and recorded seven shots during the first half. Three were shots on
goal. The Eagles were held to only
two shots, both on goal.
The Tritons came close to scoring
in the second half when Reitz passed
two Ashland defenders and had an
open passing lane to Fox . The shot
ricocheted off of the top of the goal
saving Ashland from another possible
goal.
UM-St. Louis continued to press
the action and Reitz was able to pass
defenders and the goalkeeper for her
first goal of the game in the 59th minute, bringing the score to 3-0.
With time winding down in the
game, Caitlin FatTOW recorded a goal
for the Tritons with four minutes left
in the game. The assist went to Lynn
Cerny andArme Nesbit. UM-St. Louis
held on to the lead and won the game
4-0.
"I think Ouf team played awe-

some," said Reltz. "We had a lot of
combinations and we all worked really hard. It was an awesome game."
Head Coach Beth Goetz said that
even with the 4-0 V{in, the team still
needs to focus on consistency.
"We are going to find a way to
finish better," said Goetz. "I know
it didn't look like it today, but we
missed some easy finishes in front of
the net."
Goetz also mentioned that a major focus for the team is being "able
to keep that level of competitiveness,
keep of speed of play and move the
ball arOlmd the midfield."
"We are just trying to step it up and
work on combinations and trying to
get those down," Fox said.
"We have been training. Everyday
we train different things" said Rachel
Lee, sophomore, business adnrinistra- .
tion.
"And finally, we have been combining everything we have been training. It's paid off with tons of opportunities. We didn't finish every one, but
four goals isn't bad for a game."
uM-St. Louis travels to Grand
Valley State on Aug. 31 and to Ferris
State on Sept 2. The next home game
will be the first conference game of
the season against Rockhurst on Sept.
7. The Tritons were ranked seventh in
the GLVC preseason poll and Rockhurst was ranked eighth.

•
~

~

~
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Huber scores men's
game winner in OT
By LAGU AN

don't want to lose on their home turf,
especially to a city like St. Louis
Sports Editor
coming all the way up here. It was a
Colin Huber scored the only goal really tough fought game."
in the men's soccer team's first win
The Tritons have one more game
of the season. The Tritons traveled to in New York against Concordia beNew York to face off against Nyack fore returning home to face Lyon on
on Saturday. The team was able to Aug. 31.
pick up the 1-0 win in overtime.
"We've got a couple of kids
Huber scored the goal in the 96th up front, a couple of numbers that
minute of the game and was assisted we are really going to watch," said .
by freshman Mike Wania . Huber re- Smith. "If we playas good as we did
corded his fifth game-winning goal against Nyack, we should be able to
while at UM-St.
pick up. another and
be able to come home
Louis.
"It was cool,"
with two wins on the
You won't get the calls you
Huber said. "It is
weekend."
normally would at a home
always great to
"We always want
game or even a conference to go 2-0 for the
score, especially a
game. weekend and start the
game-winner like
season off right," said
that in overtime.
«It's always
Huber.
We should have
-Jared Smith
UM·St. Louis team captain good to start off 2-0
scored earlier in
the game, so it was
and show the other
teams in our confera relief to finally
ence what you have to offer. That's
get it."
Both teams were close in over- pretty much our motivation right
all shots for the game with UM-St. now, to start strong."
Louis getting 11 shots and Nyack
The first home game of the season
10. UM-St. Louis' goalkeeper Mike will be on Aug. 31 against Lyon and
Bober was able to gct the shutout in the first home conference game will
\
the first game as starting goalkeeper be on Sept. 7 against RockllUfSt.
.
for the Tritons. Bober recorded three
"T can't wait for the home opensaves during the game.
er," said Smith. "Even though it's not
"It was a good win because you a conference game, everyone would
always want to get the first one out of like to play in front of their own
the way, especially playing in a state fans.
l~
o
Especially with it being Labor f ~
like New York," said team captain
1
10
Jared Smith. "You have a lot going Day weekend, we are going to have
against you. You won't get the calls a lot of guys that have their parents
you nonnally would at a home game having a chance to come home and
or even a conference game. Teams see the team play for the first time."
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THE CURRENT HAS THEIR
OWN OFFICE. THEY MUST BE ·
IMPORTANT. 388 MSC

Y. us. Cellular
U.S. Cellular is wireless
where you matter most-

getusc.com

1-888 -SUY-USCC

